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Account of Mr. Wilham Christie, 
late of Montrose, nowof Phila- 
delphia: Written by Himself. 

{Extracted from the Preface of “ Disser- 
tations on the Unity of God, &c.” 
lately published by him at Philadel- 
phia; and to be concluded in our next.] 
[tis now twenty-four years since 

I published the first edition of my 

Discourses on the Divine Unity, 

Sc. (a work very diferent from 

the present) at Montrose, in Scot- 

land, in the year 1754." ‘Though 
this edition had the misfortune to 
be very badly printed, yet it 
was very well recetved in’ Eng. 
land, and all the copies I sent to 

London were disposed of in a short 

space of time. 

This treatise not only gave satis- 
faction to all my Unitarian friends 





* The title of this work at full length 
in the frst edition was ‘* Discourses on 
the Divine Unity: or, a Scriptural Proof 
and Demonstration of the One Supreme 
Deity of the God and Father of all: and 
of the Subordinate Character and Inferior 
Nature of our Lord Jesus Christ; with 
a Confutation of the Doctrine of a Co- 
equal and Consubstantia! ‘Trinity in Uni- 
ty; and a Full Reply to the Objections 
of ‘Trinitarians. By WittiaM CuristTig, 
Junior, Merchant in Montrose.” 

Having retired from business when the 
second edition was printed, and living 
then in the country at a place called 
Wocdston, about six miles from Montrose, 
the word * Merchant,’ in the title, was 
changed into the words, ‘ a Member of 
the Society of Unitarian Christians at 
Montrose.’ The reason for mentioning 
this seemingly unimportant circumstance 
will be afterwards discovered, 
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in Suuth Britain, trom the Capital 
to Kendal in Westmoreland* ; but 
several persons, personally un. 
known to me, were pleased to ex. 
press their approbation of it in 
strong terms; and I have as many 
Jetters by me from them alone, as 
would fill a considerable pam. 
phiet. 

Among those, strangers to me, 
who wrote me on this occasion, 
the most remarkable were, the late 
learned Dr. Harwood, the late 
venerable andexcelleat Mr. Mort, 
of Chowbent, near Wigan, Lan. 
cashire, and a Clergyman of the 
Church of England. 

Some time beture I heard from 
Dr. Harwood, my late ingenious 
nephew, Thomas Christie, who 
afterwards. wrote on the French 
Revolution andon othertopics, had 
written Lim on the subject of his 
I vew of the various Editions of the 
Greek and Latin Classics, which 
circumstance occasioned the con. 
fusion of persons which appears in 


—~— 


* This alludes to the late Rev. Caleb 
Rotheram, then dissenting minister at Ken- 
dal, an amiable and deserving person, and 
a nephew of the late learned Dr. Beuson ; 
who visited me at Montrose, on particu- 
lar business in August, 1781, about the 
time that the scesety of Unitarian Christians 
was formed there, whom I afterwards 
saw at Kendal on my return from Lon- 
don and Birmingham, in the year 1783, 
and who was sensed to approve of the 
* Discourses on the Divine Unity,’ whee 
they made their appearance. [for an 
account of Dr. Rotheram, see M, Repos 
vol, v. p. 217. Eosr-] 
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130 Account of Mr. William Christie. 


Dr. Harwood’s letter to me, and 
also was the cause that his letter 
came first to my nephew, as my 
nephew’s letter to me on the oc. 
casion will explain. 

 Dran Uncie, 

‘© A long time ago hearing that 
Dr. Harwood was to publish anew 
edition of his book on the Classics, 
and willing to contribute any thing 
in my power towards the perfec. 
tion of a work so valuable to every 
student, [ took the liberty to write 
a letter to bim conlaming a list of 
errors, omissions, &c. which I had 
observed in consulting it, and suc. 
gesting some additions. [also ree 
minded him of his promise to the 
public of writing a third volume to 
his Introduction to the New Testa. 
ment,’ which should contain an 
explication of all the sacred phra- 
seologies trom pa issages of the Greek 
Classics. 

‘* As he was taken ill about the 
time, he nevet gave me any an. 
swer, and I never minded it more. 
‘To day Anderson and Co. have 
sent mea iio from bim, which 
by mistake 1 
plac eof me. Inclosed is a sight 
of it. Tle confounds you and me 
together, and the letter is a curious 
medley of answers to me, and ob- 
servations which can only apply to 
you. es ours, one” 

My chief reason for publish- 
ing Dr. Harwood’s letter, is, 
tor the sake of the sentiment con. 
tained in that part of it which I 
have distinguished by Italics, which 
coming trom an eminent Greek 
scholar, and one tormerly attached 
fo Arianism, | think deserves to 
be recorded. As my nephew wished 
fo correspond farther with Dr. 
Harwood on the subject of the 
Classics, I returned the letter to 
him, but took an exact copy of it 
beforehand, as follows : 


is directed to you mn 


. London, Dee. 30, 1784: 

“‘ Wortrny Mr. CHristir, 
‘ Some time ago I had the hoe 
nour of receiving trom you a letter 
concerning some editions of the 
Classics, which letter I mislaid, 
and having been long confined by 
a dreadful paralytic stroke, I la. 
ment that I have not been able to 
recover. Little did I then imagine, 
that the learned gentleman, who 
appeared to have given so much 
attention to the best editions of the 
ancient writers, would have mani- 
fested in the world such a signal 
and ae proof of religious in. 
tegrity, in displaying to a regioa 
which for so many Centuries “has 
been .the valley and shadow of 
death, the glorious effulgence ot 
the divine Unity. 1 write to thank 
you for your learned and excellent 
Discourses, which I have read 
with great satisfaction and im. 
provement. The Divine Unity 
stands on an immoveable basis, 
whatever our trivial differences 
may be with regard to the nature 
of Christ. I am inclined to think 
that Socinanism, when the diction 
and phraseology of the New Tes- 
tament are better understood, will 
be found to be the doctrine of Scrip- 
ture. I have written in favour 
of Arianism these twenty years, 
but I hesitate, and I have given a 
proof of my candour and diffidence 
in my little Tract *¢ Of the Soci. 
nian Scheme.”” You are greatly 
to be commended not only for your 
own illustrious probity, but for the 
excmplary diligence you have em- 
ployed in planting and watering 2 
little church in an extensive and po- 
pulous country, which has so long 
been corrupted with Trinitarian 
idolatry. Yourreward will be great. 
The present satisfaction indeed 
you must enjoy in the conscious- 
ness of having instituted and esta- 
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plished such a little seminary of 


true religion, must be the com- 
mencement of heaven to you. | 
have sutlered greatly for sounding 
the trumpet of Atianism in Zion, 
and protesting against a three-cor- 
nered, triangular Divinity, but I 
do not repent of my unijorm zeal 
and horror of Athanasianism. I 
had for a few years asmall church 
in Bristol, which on account of 
the odium of my sentiments, dwin. 
dled at last to nothing, and, 
having a wile and six children, 
I was fairly starved into a surren- 
der. I took refuge in this town, 
where I have lived comfortably 
and have flourished. My two 
volumes of the Introduction to the 
Study and Knowledge of the N.'P. 
are a monument of my industry. 
You, Sir, have done me the hoe 
hour in bearing witness to my. ine 
teyrity and love of truth in point. 
ing out several pavage sin my edi- 
tion of the Gr. ‘I. where I have 
had the courage and sincerity to 
alter or expunge obnoxious read. 
jugs. With the same full persua- 
sion of its being the true original 
reading IT have inscribed in the 
texto efavecwiy. ‘The same phra- 
scology is used in the xvi of the 
Komans by the same writer, and 
shows that this diction was familiar 
to him. Crippled as I am by the 
palsy, I could not forbear giving 
you this small tesumony to the 
dist Uinguished merit of your book, 
and sincerely bes of God to bless if 
and its author. | have prepared 
a fourth edition of my book 
on the Classies, which, Wf live to 
see it printed, for it contains many 
additions, I will beg your accep. 
tance of a copy. Do not meddle 
with Abbadie ; he is too weak 
Creature for @ person of your 
strength, 
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** T am-your delighted and very 
“ much obliged friend, 
* EDWARD HARWOOD. 


“ William Christie, jun. “Hype Sr. 


“ Merchant in Montrose. 


* 'I'y the care of Mr. Johnson.” 


Mr. Mort’s letter is expressed 
in the following terms. 

“© Manchester, Jan. 11, 1780. 
*° Mr. CurkisTir, 
Dr. Sr. 

* About 70 years ago I was edu- 
cated in the religion of the As« 
sembly of Divines, but when I 
came to a mature age and had 
gained a moderate knowledge of 
the New ‘Testament I could not 
but see that the relinon of Jesus 
Christ was very different from that 
I had been educated in; I there. 
fore renounced the last, and em- 
braced the other, and now for 
some years past I have thought 
that my fidelity to Jesus Christ 
obliged me to use my best abilitues 
to Expose this woe ‘d system ot 
Christianity, generally called Cal- 
vinism 7 racoal re endeavoured 
to get this Contrast which | now 
enclose to you to bave a p! lace in 
the Gentleman’s Magazine ; but 
could not prevail. I had theretor 
no other way to publish it than to 
get a large number of these papers 
printed and to disperse them. 
This Contrast will be of no ad- 
vantage to you, but you can- 
not be displeased when I tell 
you, that I sce Christianity m the 
same — as you do, and you 
ought to be pleased when I tell 
you that your Discourses to prove 
that important truth —that the 
Father ot our Lord Jesus Christ is 
the one supreme God, and ¢ nly to 
be worshipped, are mvincibt and 
still more confirm mean the belief 
of this important truth. What a 


“ Bloomsbury. 
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137 Account of Mr. 


shamefu}, sorrowful matter is it, 
thatthe ministers of the established 
religion in Scotland and England 
cannot be allowed to preach, ull 
they have subscribed their belief 
of an antichristian, adulterated 
system of Christianity. Surely 
such antichristian establishments 
must have a fall some time. Iam, 
though unknown to you, 
** Your sincere friend and 
‘* obedt. servt. 
‘¢ INO. MORT.®°” 


“P.S. If at any time, you 
should have a thought of honour. 
ing me with a line, my address 1s 
at Chowbent, near Wigan, Lan- 
washire.” 

“ Mr. Wa. CuRistiz, jun. 

at Montrose.” 

The Clergyman of the church of 
England before-mentioned, wrote 
me no less than four letters from 
the year 1784 to 1788: the two 
first of these letters 1 shall here 
transcribe, with my reply to the 
second ; as they present the picture 
of a truly pious and humble mind, 
anxious, iinpartial, and sincere in 
HS inquiries after truth, and will. 
ing to receive it from whatever 
hand it might come ; and my an- 
swer will show thestate of my mind 
at that time, and that I have not 
been precipitate in deciding upon 
she question concerning the pre-ex. 
istence of Christ. 





* Mr. Mort died two years after the 
date of this letter. * A Short view of his 
Life, Sentiments, and Character, witha 
Sermon Preached on the Occasion of his 
Death,’ ‘ two Family Prayers’ composed 
by him, and the ‘ Contrast,” mentioned 
in his letter to me, were published by 
Mr. H. Toulmin, then a dissenting 
minister at Chowbent, or Atherton, 
at present a judge in Tennessee. A cha 
racter of hin was published in the * Gen- 
tleman’s Magazine for February, 1788; 
with some elegant lines which Mrs. Bar- 


bauld had sixteea years before compos 
it his praise, . — 






































William Christie. 


“ | beg leave, Sir, to present 
you my sincere thanks for the great 
pleasure and satisfaction I have 
received from the perusal of your 
excellent Discourses, and cannot 
forbear taking the liberty to add 
that they do you singular credit as 
an able and judicious patron of 
the doctrine you have so candidly 
maintained. ‘To this doctrine of 
the divine unity, which I hope is 
daily gaining ground, I long ago 
gave my hearty assent, and was 
glad to find in my late worthy 
neighbour and friend Mr. Lindsey’s 
history of it, that it had found a 
kind of establishment under your 
immediate patronage at Montrose. 
Please to accept my sincere and 
ardent wishes for the prosperity of 
your congregation, and the suc. 
cess of that doctrine which you 
profess. 

*¢ Though you have not any 
where in your discourses, as far 
as I can recollect, given your 
opinion directly and explicitly of 
the existence of Jesus Christ, yet 
I conclude that you do not in that 
point coincide with Mr. Lindsey. 
In my humble opinion indeed, his 
opinion upon this subject is liable 
to insuperable objections, and his 
explication of the beginning of St. 
John’s gospel, has, I think, been 
fully refuted by a friend and neigh. 
bour of mine in apamphlet entitled 
Objections to Mr. Lindsey’s inter- 
pretation of the first fourteen verses 
of St. John’s Gospel—printed for 
Johnson, London, and Charnley, 
Newcastle. The expression ev apyq 
at the beginning of this gospel, 
though coinciding exactly with the 
Septuagint version of the beginning 
of Genesis, will, I allow, fairly 
admit of a different and more pro. 
bable interpretation than the Trinl. 
tarians give it; yet there are man 
other passages in the N. T. which 
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appear to me so fully in favour of 
Christ’s pre-existence, that there 
is no necessity for laying any par- 
ticular stress upon this. My 
doubts, I will candidly acknow- 


ledge to you, respect the mode of 


worship which is due to Christ, 
divine worship is out of the ques- 
tion: but the scripture, according 
to my conception, Scems to au. 
thorise or rather injoin some. Upon 
this subject lamstill undetermined, 
and must take the liberty to re- 
quest your kind concurrence 
and assistance to enable me _ to 
come to a clear and satisfactory 
conclusion. ‘The importance of 
this point tome and every sincere 
Christian, will, | am persuaded, 
be a sufficient apology for thus ad- 
dressing a person whom I have 
not the pleasure of knowing per- 
sonally. Your obliging com. 
munications upon this subject will 
be esteemed a particular obligation 
by, Sir,  % Yr. hble Servt. 
* The Revd. 
‘* Master of school, 
near —-—-— Yorkshire.” 








© Mr. Curistir. jun. 
Merchant, Montrose, 
Scetland.”’ 
“ San, 

** I received so much pleasure 
and information from the perusal 
of your excellent Unitarian Dis. 
courses, that about six months 
ago, I took the liberty of address. 
ing a letter to you, containing my 
grateful acknowledgments for them. 
As this letter was not merely com- 
plimentary, but expressed like- 
wise a desire, that you would 
oblige me with your opinion of the 
pre-existence of Jesus Christ ; and 
proofs fur and against this much 
controverted and important doc. 
trine, I conclude it has not reach. 
ed you. From that ingenouus free. 
dom of research with which you 
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had so successfully studied the 
scriptures, and that candour and 
sincerity With which you had com. 
municated the result of your in. 
guiries to the public, [ concluded 
that you would not refuse giving 
any information in your power 
upon these subjects, even to a per- 
son totally unknown to you. Your 
speedy answer to this, will, I am 
persuaded, convince me, that I 
have not made a false estimate of 
your character and disposition. I 
need not perhaps inform you that I 
am, and have long been fully con. 
vinced of the truth of that doc- 
trine which you maintain so ably 
in your Discourses; and that I had 
the pleasure and satisfaction of 
knowing Mr. Lindsey’s sentiments 
upon these matters, before his re. 
signation of the Vicarage of Cat. 
terick in my neighbourhood. I 
most sincerely wish prosperity to 
that Unitarian congregation over 
which you so laudably preside, 
and am respectfully, 
Ser, 
*¢ Yr. obliged Humb. Servt. 








“¢ Master of school, 
near , Yorkshire.’ 
“¢ Mr. Wa. CuristTiE, jun. 
Merchant, Montrose, 
Scotland,” 


‘© Montrose, 20th July, 1785. 
“Rev. Sir, 

‘‘T received both your polite 
and obliging letters, and must own 
myself to blame in not replying 
sooner to the first of them, I es. 
teem it an honour, that any thing 
] am capable of writing should 
give pleasure and satisfaction to a 
gentleman of good sense and learn. 
ing. Iam at the same time sorry 
that I cannot at present give you 
that farther information you de. 
sire. lam myself in a state of 
suspense with regard to the pre. 
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134 dccount of Air. 


existence of Clirist; and have 
been so for some years ae 1 tind 
ery. cons siderable cuments on 
both sides of the question, and 
think at better to he hs tor some 
time than to decide hastily upon 
insufficient grounds. Tam, not- 
withstanding, a most determined 
Unitarian, and have the fullest 
couviction of the Father’s sole and 
upreme Godhead. Being in this 
state of mind when | wrote the 
Discourses on the Divine Unity, I 
endeavoured on texts of doubtful 
interpretation to state the argue 
ments of Anans and Socinians with 
all the candour and fairness I 
was capable of, that the reader 
might judge and determine for 
himself. 1 aim however taking , 
measures for the settlement of my, 
mind, and to bring myself if pos. 
ibleto a decision upon this subject. 

‘* T propose to study the phrase. 
vlogy and various readings of the 
Oldand New Testamentwith create 
er critical exactness than ever | 
have hitherto done: and also to 
peruse with care the earl st wri. 
ters of the Christian church. ‘this 
inquiry must 
lume, as it must be conducted 


Gessarily tukesome 


with great coolness and delibera. 
tion. Tfin the course of it Lam 
able to acquire any new light, or 
to arnve at any stig satisfac. 
tion, I shall gladly impart it te 
any sincere inquir sr after truth : 
and lo none nore ;enk lily the in y' u, 
Sir, who have done me the honour 
of writing me upon “ ‘subject. J 
shall be gli id to hear from vou oc. 
casionally, and heartily wishing 
you that solid and well prounded 
peace of mind which arises from 


the serious belief and practice of 


rational re] gion, 
ee I), ar ile 
e¢ \ our obed, } HUM. Serve, 


“WILLEAM CIIRISTIE 































































William Christie. 


“6'The Rev. Mr. 
Master of —— school, 
near —— Yorkshire.’’ 





The other two letters from this 
gentleman are too long to be in. 
serted in this Preface : but they 
do honour to his abilities as a 
critic, a scholar, and a man of can. 
dour. Ile appears sull to be un. 
determined with respect to the 
pre-existence of Christ, but to 
lean rather more to Arianism than 
Socinianism, and in the last of 
the two he mentions, that his re. 
ligious principles had obliged him 
to withdraw from officiating and 
worshipping in the established 
church. Ht this worthy clergy. 
man be yet alive, he will have an 
opportunity (though at a long in. 
terval of ume) from the present 
work of seeing the result of my In. 
quiries with respect to the pre-ex. 
istence of Christ, and it willatlord 
ne a singular pleasure, if be can 
join in my conclusion on the sub. 
ject. 

A second and larger edition of 
the Discourses on the Dyvine 
Unity was published at Montrose 
in 1700, of which my frend Mr. 
Palmer was a zealous promoter. 

‘Thomas Fyshe Palmer, B. A. 
M.A. B.D. fellow of Queen’s 
College, Cambridge , at ul origle 
nally a clergyman of the Church 
of Eagland, was a younger son of 
an ancient and respec table family 
in Beefordshire in England, From 
his connection with persons of 
rank and influence, he might have 
risen to high preferment in the 
established church, could he have 
brought his noble and Christian 
mind to continue to submit to the 
yoke of a subscriptio n to antl 
chrisnan articles of Faith, But 
hi gencrously broke his tetters, 
and asserted the liberty ‘ wheres 
with Christ had made him free ;’ 
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Gal. v. 1,) and cheerfully gave 
ip very flattering worldly views 
Wn prospe cts for the love of God, 
and * for the testimony of Jesus 
Christ (Rev. t. 9%, 

I knew nothing about Mr. Pal- 
mer nor his concerns till July, 
1783, when being in London, I 
was agreeably surprised with re- 
ceiving the following letter from 
him, which had been first sent to 
Montrose, but was returned me to 
London from thence. 

*© Queen's Coll. Cambridge, 

July 14th, 1783. 
Da. Sim, 

A new publication by Mr. 
Lindsey, entitled © the History ot 
the Unitarians since the Reforma. 
tion’? which he was so obliging to 
St nd ne the other aay, first made 
me happy with the intelligence of 
the Unitarian Socicty at Montrose, 
aod with your name, Indeed I 
was seldom evermore aflected w th 
joy and gratitude to the great 
Being for having vouchsated = to 
extend the knowledge of himself 
so far. As a partaker of your 
Joy and fellow-worshipper of Him, 
vou will allow me to give you the 
reasons why I trouble you with 
this. , 

** T must begin with telling you, 
that Lam to my sorrow a clergy. 
man of the Church of Encland. 
Butas TP think her liturgy corrupt 
and antichristiaa, and her articles 
to be not ouly an injurious viola. 
tion of the libs rty wherewith God 
and Christ have made me free, 
but a jumble of absurdity and im. 
piety, I have declined the accept. 
ance of all pref rment at the dear 
price of swearing these to be true 
and agreeable to scripture, which 
I believe to coniain so many gross 
and shocking falsehoods. With 
such Opposite sentiments how can 
bever unite with her? Iam pers 


suaded she is very erroneous in 
many points, but im none more 
thanin the obye ctot her worship, I 
profess myself a zealous worship. 
per of the only true God, whom 
only to serve, my ‘Teacher and 
Master said, was the first and 
greatest. of all commandments, 
Convinced as | am bath by reason 
and revelation of this most im. 
portant of all known truths, I dare 
not, it would be idolatry in me to 
jolnainthe church’s service of three 


Gods, and in her litany service of 


four Gods. — For these reasons I 
have quitted all connexionas much 
as possible with her. But being 
a member of this University and 
fellow of a college, I feel the 
force of decency and decorum 
obliging me to attend the daily 
service of the chapel, while 
& much more powcrtul motive 
obliges me never to go, Yet this 
isa kind of halting between two 
opinions, itis unmanly, it is une 
becoming him who is not ashamed 
of his God, but who thinks it his 
highest privilege, henour, and 
happiness, to be permitted to be 
his lowliest scrvant,and to profess 
himselfso openly. 

* Pressed by these difficulties 
and others of a lke kind which 
it is not necessary to mention, I 
thought Montrose might be an 
asylum to me for a year or two, 
ull I had = gotten information 
enough in that book (meaning the 
Bible) to dispense it to others 
Where in the mean time I could 
worship the Father of mercies ace 
cording to my conscience, could 
enjoy the union of brother Chris. 
tans, and might possibly build 
and be built up by them.’ ” 

Mr. Palmer speaks afterwards 
of private concerns, and concludes 
in the following manner. 

‘¢ May the Father of mercies 
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smile upon your little society, 
may it be the nursing mother to 
the whole kingdom to bring g it back 
to ine long lost truth, the ‘worship 
of only him. May every spiritual, 
and eve ry te mporal ble ‘ssing fitting 
in the eye of infinite be nevolence, 
be your portion, is the hearty 
prayer of, 66 Sir, 
‘* Your most obednt. 
‘* Humble Servant, 
“ THO. FYSHE PALMER. 
‘* Mr. Curistie, Merchant, 
Montrose, Angus Shire, 
Scotland.”’ 


Mr. Palmer and I exchanged 
letters together while I remained 
in London, and afterwards when 
I returned to Montrose, till to. 
wards the end ot November, when 
with a manly resolution he bade 
farewell to the University and 
the church of England together, 
and took his passage from London 
in @ Scotch vessel bound for Aber- 
deen, where he arrived safely ina 
course of tempestuous weather, and 
proceeded trom that place to Mon. 
trose, w hich he reached December 
4th, 1783, and | had the pleasure 
of first seeing and embracing him. 

Mr. Palmer was active and zea. 
lous in propagating the Unitarian 
doctrine in Scotland, both by 


preaching and the distribution of 


pamphlets. He was my colleague 
at Montrose tll about May or 
June 1785, when he went to see 
his friends in England, and on his 
return to Scotland in autumn that 
year, be settled in Dundee, a popu. 
lous town and much larger than 
Montrose, where by bis zeal and 
assiduity he soon raised an Uni. 
larian congregation. He visited 
Montrose occasion: lly, and other 
places, and was chiefly instrumen. 
tal, in connection with myselt and 
others, in furming the Unitarian 


Societies of Edinburgh, Glasgow, 


Arbroath, Forfar, and Newburg, 
He once made an excursion into 
England, and preached powerfully 
at Newcastle and other places. In 
1792, he settled for a time in 
Edinburgh, where his preaching 
at first had a surprising effect, 


and excited the attention both of 


lawyers and physicians ; but un. 
happily about this time the polit. 
cal societies that were formed in 
Scotland in consequence of the 
French Revolution, diverted the 
attention of many from religion, 
and excited mutual rancour and 
hatred ; and in the end brought 
about a mournful reverse in the 
affairs of my unfortunate frend, 
Mr. Palmer’s conduct however 
was steady and upright, and he 
fell the innocent victim of a 
*¢ae%4 jury and a *****# 
and ******® judge. 

See, ‘ The Trial of the Rev. T. F. 
Palmer, before the Circuit Court 
of Justiciary, held at Perth, on 
the 12th and 13th September, 
1793, on an Indictment for 
Seditious Practices. With = an 
Appendix, containing — various 
Pieces, also Mr. Palmer’s Defence, 
which he intended to have De. 
livered, bad he not employed 
Counsel. With a Preface by W. 
Skirving. Edinburgh, 1793.’ 

Mr. Palmer’s sermons were 
generally learned and well come 
posed ; he was the author of seve- 
ral ingenious and original Essays 
in the 5th and 6th volumes of the 
ehectogical Repository, under the 
signature of Anglo Scotus. While 
at Edinbu of he published a pam- 
phlet entitled,‘ An Attempt to Re- 
fute a Sermon by H. D. Inglis, 
on the Godhead of Jesus Christ, 
and to restore the long lost truth 
of the first commandment, by T. 
F’yshe Palmer, Member of the Uni- 
arian Congregation at Dundee.’ 













Account of Mr. 


This piece is written with much 
ease and vivacity, and some strong 
arzument, and is a picture of Mr. 
Palmer’s free and unconstrained 
mannerot delivering hissentiments. 
The Address, prefixed, to the Uni- 
tarian Congregations of Edinburgh, 
Dundee, Forfar, Arbroath, Mon. 
trose, and Newburgh, is an ad. 
mirable composition, and after 
some animated exhortations to 
his brethren, to act with fearless 
integrity, zeal, and perseverance 
in the great, important cause of 
Unitarianism, it concludes in the 
following manner : 

*¢ If active zeal can spread the 
abasing and idolatrous superstidion 
of a popular sect, what success 
must attend equal exertions in a 
rational service of the Deity, which 
issuing from him, will be found 
every way worthy of him, and has 
all that can captivate our reason, 
and warm and amend the heart. 
Let us not be slothful then, breth- 
cen, but fervent in spirit, serving 
the Lord, always abounding in his 
work, torasmuch as we know that 
our labour will not be in vain. 

** But while we are filled with 
acal, let us, at the same time, be 
filled with equal charity 5 while 
we endeavour to root out the error, 
let us love the erroneous, renicme. 
bering, that universal love, with- 
out the distinction of sect or party, 
and undissembled active benevo- 
lence, are the mark and criterion 
of being disciples of him who laid 
down his life for those that rejected 
bis doctrine. 

** Thus, by our reverence and 
attachment to the Almighty, and 
by oar love to our brethren of man- 
kind, may we adorn his Gospel, and 
cause many to glorify our Father, 
that so we may be filled with the 
ulspeakable consolation ot his be- 
ing our great and everlasting reward. 

FOL, YI, 
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“ Farewell, my dear brethren, 
bound to you by a love which no. 
thing but the Gospel can inspire, 
lam your affectionate brother in 
Christ, T. F. PALMER, 

*© Edinburgh, May 24, 1792.” 

In the Monthly Magazine for 
February, 1804, p. 83, there is 
published an Account of the late 
Thomas Fyshe Palmer, in which, 
several particulars of his life are 
related, his voyage to New Hol. 
land in consequence of the * *® 
** * * sentence passed upon him, 
and residence there for seven years, 
the term ot his exile, According 
to this account, the vessel in 
which Mr. Palmer, his fmend Mr. 
Ellis, and others, were embarked 
with a view to return to Great 
Britain, being in a crazy condition, 
occasioned much delay, inconve- 
nience, and distress, and at last 
they were obliged to take refuge in 
Guam a Spanish island, and sur. 
render themselves prisoners. ‘They 
were treated with hospitality by 
the Spanish governor; but Mr. 
Pater was siezed with a dysene 
tery, wuder which disorder he line 
eered for some time, but a morti- 
fication taking place, he was ree 
lieved by death from all his trous 
bles on the second day ef June, 
1802, From what Mr. Palmer 
once told me, be must have been 
about 55 or 50 years of age at the 
time of his death. Rev. xiv. 12, 
i3, * Here is the patience of 
the saints: here are they that keep 
the commandments of God, and 
the faith of Jesus. And I heard 
a voice from heaven, saying unto 
me, Write, blessed are the dead 
which dic in the Lord, from hence. 
forth: yea, saith the Spirit, that 
they may rest from their labours ; 
and their works do follow them.”’ 

It may appear at first sight 
strange and unaccountable, that 
o 
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a man who gave up such flatter- 
ing worldly prospects as Mr. Pal. 
iner did for the sake of the Gospel, 
and laboured zealously ten years 
in Scotland without a salary, fee, 
or reward, in preaching and pro- 
pagating the Unitarian doctrine, 
should be condemned to a seven 
years’ exile ina distant, desolate 
and ill-inhabited country, among 
the refuse of the human species, 
and afier experiencing and sur- 
tiving so many hardships should 
perish on his return to his native 
land, @ prisoner in a remote Spa- 
mishsettiement. Butit we takea 
retrospect of the moral govern: 
ment of God, and the dispensa- 
tions of divine Providence in dif- 
derent ages, we shall find that si. 
milar afflictive trials have been 
often the lot of the righteous. The 
wortbies, recorded in Heb. xi. 
“of whom the world was not wor. 
thy,’? were subjected to cruel suf. 
ferings, §* they wandered about in 
shee peSKINS, and GOUut-ShINS, being 
destitute, altheted, tormented 5 
Qiey wandered in deserts, and in 
mountains, and in dens and caves 
of the earth.” John the baptist 
for his Honest detestation and cen- 
eure of vice, fell a victim to the 


a -::-:- fee ere ++ +--+ - 





malice and revenge of a lewd way- 
man. John the Apostle was bae 
nished by the tyrant Domitian to 
the isle of Patmos: Peter is said 
to have been crucified and Pauj 
beheaded : and many others have 
suffered in like manner in diflets 
ent ages. But the time is fast 
approaching when temporal judg. 
ments shall be rejudged: when 
the real and disinterested friends 
of truth and piety, of civil and 
religious liberty, shall lift up 
their heads with joy; and theis 
oppressors (though at present they 
may be seated on thrones, or wear, 
ing the robes of justice, if they 
have not averted the divine dist 
pleasure by repentance and refore 
mation) shall * say to the mount 
tains and rocks, Fall on us, and 
hide us from the face of him that 
sitteth on the throne, and from the 
wrath of the Lamb: For the great 
day of his wrath is come; and 
who shall be able to stand?” Rev, 
vie 15 to 17. N.B. Though this 
passage in its more immediate 
sense may respect the downfall of 
Paganism; yet it is not impto» 
bably supposed by some commen. 
tators, that it may have a typical 
reference to the day of judgment. 
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MISCELLANEOUS COMMUNICATIONS. 


Account of * Maste r Rothwell,” 
the Lavreist. Letter II. 

3ir, March Gih 5 18]]. 

In my former letter, p. 75, sent 
yuulaome particulars respecting one 
vithe Dramatis Persone inthe piece 
annexed, As to the other cha. 
racter, the accounts are so vari. 
vus, from Milton’s Satan, not less 
(han Archangel ruincd, down to 
that principle of moral evil, into 
which many later Christians have 
resolved him, that I should despair 


et sapisfying al] your readers, Let 


every man be fully persuaded in 
his own mind, 

In sending you the following’ 
papers, I will just premise that 
Mr. Bernard, of Batcomb, So» 
merset, mentioned in the intro» 
duction to the dialogue, was 8 
presbyterian divine, of some note. 
He is said, by Ludlow, (Svo. # 
104) to have been an acquaintance 
of Archbishop Usher’s, and “ that 
when the said Mr. B. earnestly 
pressed him to deal faithfully with 


the king in the controversy which ae 
was between him ead the pai 
RES 































Account of ** Master 


went concerning episcopacy, ac- 
cording to his own judgment in 
that manner, which he knew to 
be against it, representing to him 
the great and important service he 
would thereby do to the church of 
God, the archbishop answered 
that if he should do as Mr. b. pro- 
posed, he should ruin himself and 
family, having a child and many 
debts.’ OF this story Ludlow 
SS was assured by one who had 
his information trom Mr. Ber. 
nara’? limcell. ‘The general's ap. 
plication of the anecdote reads a 
very serious lecture to all such 
mala fide churchmen, who, if the 
allusion were not too Aomely, might 
be compared to boatmen, looking 
one way, and rowing another. 
Ludlow was a brave soldier and an 
honest man, even in the judgment 
of his enemies. ‘The royalists de. 
sired his political conversion, and 
hoped that a conference with 
archbishop Usher might effect it. 
The conference was declined by 
Ludlow. ‘** For this reason,” 
says he, ‘** because those argue 
ments which could not prevail 
with me, when used by others, 
were not likely to be of more effie 
cacy from him, who, in a busi- 
ness of such concernment, had 
been diverted from the discharge 
of his duty by such low and sor- 
did considerations.”” 1 ought to 
ask your excuse for this digression, 
as you will probably judge thie 
following extract alone quite long 
enough for one of your articles. 
_** There was one John Fox, 
living about Nottingham, who had 
no more learning than enabled him 
to write and read. This man was 
possessed with a devil, who would 
violently throw him down, and 
take away the use of every mem. 
ber of his body, which was turn. 
Was black as pitch in those fits, 
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and then speak with an audible 
voice in him, which seemed some- 
times to be heard out of his belly, 
sometimes out of his throat, and 
sometimes out of his mouth, his 
lips not moving. Tle lay thus (if 
I mistake not) some years? many 
prayers were put up to God for him, 
and great resort, especially ot 
godly ministers, to him. Amongst 
the rest, Master Bernard, of Bate 
comb, then of Worksop; and 
Master Langley, of Truswell, be. 
twixt whom and John Fox, | have 
seen divers passages in writing ; 
he relating by pen his temptations, 
and they giving answers when he 
was stricken dumb, 

As Master Rotawell was riding 
to see him, the devil told all that 
were in the house, yonder comes 
Rothwell, but I will make a fool 
of him betore he goes ; the people 
looked forth, and saw him coming 
about a quarter of a mile from the 
house. As soon as he entered the 
room, the devil said, now Roth. 
well is come; and, as some say, 
spake thus :—Rothwell, thou say 
est there is no possession; what 
thinkest thou now ? Here isa man 
opens not his lips, and yet he 
speaketh ; and, after a while, he 
further said : 

Devil. Say nothing to me of 
this man, for I tell thee he isdamne 
ed; and he added thereto many 
fearful blasphemies. 

Rothwell. Thou art a liar, and 
the father of lies; nor art thow 
so well acquainted with the mind 
of God concerning this man, which 
inakes thee thus to torment him ¢ 
therefore, Lbelievetheenot, I believe 
he shall be saved by Jesus Christe 

Devil. He is a murtherer, and 
thou knowest no murtherer must 
come into heaven. 

Rothwell. Thou liest again ; for 
David murdered, and is ta heavens 
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and the Jews, with wick d hands, 
crucified the Lord of o| ry 5 yet 
both Christ prayed for them, and 
i ter exhorts thi m to rep ntance, 
that their sins may be blotted out. 
Devi. Bat this man hath not, 
Cannot, shall not rep nt. 
Rothwell. 1f he bad not, thou 
wouldst not have told himso : but 
if he have not, I believe God will 
give hin repentance, and thou 
shalt not be able to hinder it. 


Devil. Thou art a murtherer 


thyself, and yet talkest thus. 
Rothwell, Thou liest asain. IT 
have fought the Lord’s battles 
aouinst his known enemies, the 
idolatrous aud bloody papists in 
Ireland, rebels to the queen my 
sovereioh, hy whose authority I 
bore arms woainst them, | when 
chaplain to the Earl of Essex. | 
Otherwise T have killed n 


mah. 


Devil. (Swore and blasphemed.) 
‘Thou didst murther one this day, 
» thou camest nither; and there 

i one behind the { sthiv it. 
Rothwell looked ov us shoul- 


Jer, and with that the devil set 


Up a hideous lauehter, that NOe 
thing could eard for reat 
whil al l then a, 

Devi?. Lo rnow ; did not 
I tel ulwould. Rothwell 
a i} ina i Ler 
didst murder ti la as 
hou camest over the bi Wii 

med i ’ | vi uld \ 

Killed thee, if ny hoy 
trod } i i | - 
Mast i ‘ ii . you 
TMUSt K Ww milled there it 
scems the des ul por to cau 
t but \ yout ht rt hei to Mas. 
fer Rothwell or his hors 

R. hy / The 1 hast oft UC. 


time, nve me wiscom to disce mn, 


and power to withstand all thy 


clusions 3 and he it is that hath 


. ; Slueol} 99 she BPearcce 
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delivered me out of thy hands, 
and will, L doubt not, also deliver 
this poor man. 

The devil blasphemed fearfully, 
quoted many scriptures out of the 
Old and New Testament, both in 
Hebrew and in Greek, cavilled 
and played the critic, and backed 
his allegations with sayings out of 
the fathers and pocts in their own 
language, which he readily quoted, 
so that the company trembled to 
hear such things from one that 
understood no learning, and that 
moved neither tongue nor hip. 

Master Rothwell was mightily 
enablediby God to detect the devil's 
sophistry. 

Devi/. What stand I talking 
with thee? all men know thou art 
hold Rothwell, and fearest nobody, 
nor carest for words, therefore | 
will talk to thee no more: (that 
name he carried to his grave. 
They would say, that is he that 
the devil called bold Rothwell). 

Rothwell, (iurning to the people) 
said, good people you see the 
eoodness of our God, and his great 
power. ‘Though the devil made 

fool of me now, through my 
reakness, God hath made the 
devil dumb now ; do you see how 
he licth 2? therefore let us go to 
prayer $ that God who hath made 
him demb will (1 doubt not) drive 

2 ont ot Uus poor man. 
ze cd, Liasphemed, and 
aid.) Andwilt thou 20 Lo prayer? 

thou do, [ will make such a 
noise, that thy prayer shall be 
distracted, and thou knowest God 
will not hear a distracted prayer. 
But thon hast got a device, be. 
cause thou wilt not be distracted 
with thy eyes in prayer thou winke 
est; (so he always did,) but if 
thou pray IT will pull out thy 
eves, 


~ Rothwell, I lock to find thee as 
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sreat an enemy in this duly bow, 
as Tiave dove beretetore. but | 
fear not thy threat, I know thou 
att inaited, God bheareth the 
vs of the upright, hath pro. 
d io «ive his spirit to sup. 
> > ofsmaucs. Pherefore im con. 

e or bts promise and power- 


sistance of has spirit, and in 
the name and intercession of his 
Sou Jesus Christ, we will go to 
piadyele 
They did so, Mr. Rothwell 
knecled by the bed on which the 
poor man lay ; the devil for a quar- 
ter of an hour together, or more, 
made a horrid noise ; neverthe- 
less Master Rothwell’s voice was 
louder than the devil’s. After a 
wile the devil roared at Master 
Rothwell’s lace, (this was the first 
motion of any part of the man’s 
bodys) Master Rothwell opened 
his eyes, met, and brought 
down the hand, which he held 
with great ease, two men being 
scaree able to hold the other band. 
Praver was sull continued. At 
lenoth the devil lay silent in the 
man, and atier that departed from 
him. The man tetched divers 
deep sighs, insomuch as they 
thought he bad been expiring, but 
his colour returned to him, and 
the use of all his members, senses, 
and understanding 3; and at the 
next petition, he said (to the glory 
of God, and amazement but com. 
fort of all the company) Amen: 
and so continued tuo repeat his 
Amen to every peulion : prayer 
was now turned into thanksgiving, 
and so concluded. After prayer 
John Fox said, good Master Roth- 
well, leave me not, I shall not live 
long, tor the devil tells me he will 
choak me with the first bit of meat 
that Teat. Master Rothwell an. 
swered, Wilt thou believe the devil 


that seeks thy destruction, before 
thou wilt trust in God through 
Jesus Christ that secks thy sal- 
vation ? Tiath not God by his al- 
mighty power dispossesed him, 
had te had hes will, thou hadst 
been in hell before now; but he is 
a liar, and as he is not able to 
hinder thy soul’s life, so neither 
shall he be able to destroy the life 
of thy body ; wherefore get me 
something ready (saith he) for him, 
and I wall see him eat before T go, 
and will crave a blessing upon it. 
When it was brought, Eat, saith 
Master Rothwell, and fear not the 
devil, shewing him that he might 
do it in faith of that ordinance by 
which God appoints meat for means 
to preserve lite, and urged that 
place of Jairus’s daughter restored 
to life, he commanded to give her 
meat, Luke, viil, 55. With much 
ado, and in great trembling, at 
last the man took and eat it. Look, 
says Master Rothwell, you all see 
the devil is a liar, the first bit hath 
not choaked him, nor shall the 
rest. Master Rothwell left him, 
after which he was stricken dumb 
for three years together. I had a 
book, written with his own hand, 
of the temptations the devil 
haunted him with afterwards, and 
the answers divers godly and rev- 
crend ministers gave to those temp- 
tations, but the cavaliers got them 
and all my books and writings. 
Thus the poor man remained 
tempted, but no longer possessed. 
At length by prayer also, (which 
was instantly put up to God for 
him every sabbath and lecture- 
day, in many places) the Lord 
opened his mouth, and restored his 
speech to him, one using this pe- 
tition, Lord, open thou his mouth 
that his lips may shew forth thy 
praise. Je answered in the cone 








Sein Raeiie ae ie ee 





— 
= 


~~. 
a 


ee ee ee 
23 





orn 


— 

































2 ee 





















































14¢ Account of * Master Rothwell, the Exorcist. 


oe 


gregation, Amen, and so continued 
to speak, and spake graciously to 
his dying day.’’—pp. 459-—461. 

] have copied this extract, vere 
batim fromthe “ Lite of Master Ri. 
chard Rothwell, drawn up” by his 
and Mr. Clark’s “reverend friend, 
Master Stanley Gower, of Dore 
chester,’ and inserted by Mr. C, 
without a single “ historic doubt.” 
Master G. determines that his 


hero *‘ this tamous champion of 


Christ may be called, with Aus. 
tin, hereticorum malleus, the ham. 
mer of heretics, and, with Am. 
brose, orbts terrarum (Anglica- 
rum) vculus, the eye, as bright as 
any other in the English orb.” 
I wonder that the biographer’s re- 
collections of ecclesiastical his. 
tory had not supplied him with 
another name, that of Gregory 
Thaumaturgus, or the wonder- 
worker, a father of the second 
century. If his history, by a later 
Gregory, (Lardner 1. 30) may be 
credited, he not only practised 
dispossessions, but believed him. 
self divinely assisted to ** expel 
demons from any place, and re- 
admit them as he saw fit.””) Have 
ing been * obliged to take shelter 
in a heathen temple,” the demon 
of the place, not liking his guest, 
thought proper to  abscond. 
The priest, seeing the hope of his 
Zain was gone, pursued Gregory. 
As a demonstration of his power, 
and for the priest’s conversion, 
“he took a slip of paper, and wrote 
upon it, Gregory to Satan, Enter, 
This paper being laid upon the 
altar, and the accustomed rites 
performed, the demon appeared 
as usual.” It would, I think, be 
unjust to the memory of ‘* Bold 
Rothwell,” to suppose that he 
would have shrunk from such an 
attempt, which, for any thing that 
pears, might have been as suce 





cessful in the seventeenth, as ig 
the second century. ‘The name 
of ** Mr. Stanley Gower,’ as of 
‘¢ Brampton Bryan,” occurs in 
Calamy, (i. 83) among * the 
ministers that met” in the Assem. 
bly at Westminster in 1643. Such 
then, in his story of Master Roth- 
well, issome of the spiritual food, 
which one of those ** grand cater. 
ers” of the English presbyterian 
church could provide for the nou- 
rishment of Christians in an age 
to which we are still fondly invited 
to look back, as possessing advan- 
tages peculiarly evangelical. lt 
appears, also, from this life, (p. 
455) that one of the fathers of the 
American Calvinistic churches, 
the ** learned and godly Master 
Cotton,” of whom Neal, (N. E, 
2d edit. i. 305) gives an interest 
Ing account, was very anxious to 
possess some posthumous papers 
of Master Rothwell, especially 
his beforeementioned ** Commen.- 
tary upon Moses’ Types.’ “IT 
told him,”’ says Master G, “there 
was little found but what was in 
characters. He prayed me to 
send him what I could gather to 
Boston, where men _ were that 
were expert in characters. I did 
so, but I believe they could make 
nothing of taem, That [commen 
tary] and some other of his learn 
ed and judicious labours, he hath 
lent out, I suppose, and I fear 
they will not be recovered. Learn- 
ed men that have seen them, judge 
them a rare treasure.” 

I remember reading, several 
years ago, a pamphlet, by the 
learned and pious Dr. John Tay 
lor; in which, arguing against the 
adoption of a liturgy, he regrets 
the loss of that gift of extempora- 
neous prayer, enjoyed by former 
divines of Lancashire. The pase 
sage js quoted by Mr. Palmer, # 








Jowish Sabbath. ite 


the pretace to his Noncon. Mem. 
as a valuable testimony to the 
ejected ministers, from an eminent 
writer of diflerent) sentiments. 
These Lancashire divines, con. 
temporaries of °° Bold Rothwell,” 
were as likely to have been his 
admirers and imitators as those I 
have mentioned. Such persons, 
1 am persuaded, under their ho- 
aest conceit of inspiration, would 
have uttered in their devotions, 
language not a little offensive to 
the correcter judgment of Dr. T. 
and, ] ought to add, of the worthy 
memorialist who has quoted him ; 
and from which they would,I think 
have sought refuge in the use of the 
most impertect liturgy ever com- 
piled, at least, among protestants. 
I revere the picty of the early none 
conformists; nor will [ yield to 
any one in admiration of their self- 
denying integrity. I have not, 
however, in preparing these pa- 
pers, been able to suppress the 
reflection, how poorly divines ot 
such taste and judgment, though 
competently furnished with the 
learning of their time, were ac- 
complished for the arduous task 
en which they ventured, of fram. 
ing confessions and catechisms, 
which should direct the christian 
faith and order of their posterity. 
These, surely, weve not the men 
divinely gifted to 
[age.” 
“ Enlighten climes, and mould a future 
‘This article has extended so far 
beyond my first design, that I 
must take another opportunity to 
send you the second story of dis- 
possession, unless you should de. 
clare yourself more than satisfied 
with the present communication. 


R.G. 5. 





Jewish Sabbath. 
Sir, 
Your correspgudent, (pps 40, 


41) has very plausibly argued the 
notion of Dr. Priestley, that the 
Jews will retain their ceremonial 
forms to the end of time. There 
is one particular, however, not 
stated by him, in which the argu. 
ment appears to much advantage ; 
I refer to the Jewish Sabbath, 
This holy day the Jew cannot cone 
scienuiously violate without some 
powertul reason ; but what reason 
does Christianity afford him? 
There is no repeal, im the new 
dispensation, of this important 
law of the old; on the contrary, 
the conduct ot our Lord, and the 
early Christians, seems to counte. 
nance the seventh day worship- 
pers. ‘Thesanctity of the first 
day of the week can be dee 
fended, I apprehend, only on the 
ground of expediency ; but expe- 
diency cannot sct aside a positive, 
divine law. Might not the Jews, 
therefore, be instructed that they 
may become Christians without 
being sabbathebreakers! And, 
would it not be the duty of Chris. 
tians, if any considerable number 
ot Jews were to Come over to us OR 
this condition, to give up Sunday 
fur the Sabbath? 

The proposal may shock some 
readers, for we, of this country, 
extend the Jewish sabbatarian rie 
gour to the christian holiday ; but 
if IS NOt so, even in protestant 
countries, abroad. It is pretty 
well known, that the severe John 
Calvin, the hereticeburner, al- 
lowed himsclt in outedoor sports 
on the Sunday evenings. I have, 
however, heard this fact contrae 
dicted, and should therefore be 
obliged to any of your correspond. 
ents, who would refer me to valid 
authorities on the subject; for 
the proof of the fact would answer 
a two-fold good end ;—it would 
shew how modern is the sabbatae 
Tak prejudices as applied to the 
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first day of the week, and it might 
lessen the confidence, repos d, 1v- 
norantly, by the buik of Protes- 
tant Dissenters, in Calvin’s mere 
name, and thus unlock the fet- 
ters which cramp and spoil so 

many amiable minds. 
I am an observer of the first 

day of the week, but 
NO SABBATARIAN. 





Recantation of Judah Catarivas. 
Sirs 
The tollowing curious document 
1s worthy of a place in your Re- 
pository. ‘The writer came from 
the Holy Land, and, by some 
means or other, fell into the haads 
of the Society tor the Conversion 
of the Jews. They taught him 
their doctrines, and encouraged 
the world to expect a grand ac. 
count of their success : but com. 
punction in the man’s mind de. 
prived them of the brilliant com. 
pliments that might be expected 
to follow so important a conver. 
sion. ‘The reasons which operated 
in this man’s mind to attend to the 
converters in the first instance, and 
Alicrwards to return to his breth. 
ren, must be curious ; and perhaps 
some member of the Society for 
the Conversion of the Jews, may, 
on secing this paper, be induced 
to throw some light on the sub- 
ject. PHILO, 
Tandon, 29 Elul, 5570. 
JUDAH CATARIVAS, NATIVE OF 
THE HOLY LAND, PENITENT, 
TO HIS ISRAELITE BRETMREN, 
Dear and worthy Brethren, 
In an unfortunate moment of 
irritation, and influenced by un. 
just resentment and pride, I had 
the culpable temerity of listening 
to the modern Rabsake, who, 
being himself fallen into aposta. 
CY) 18 sceking to drag into the 


same evil state the brethren o* 
blood and taith, whom he = has 
deserted ; as Solomon said, Pro. 
verbs, chap. vil. ver. 21, 22, 23, 
‘¢ With her much fair speech she 
caused him to 5 ield; with the flat. 
tering of her lips she forced him, 
He gocth after her straightway, 
as an ox goeth to the slaughter, 
or as a fool to the correction of 
the stocks; till a = dart strike 
through his liver; as a bird hast. 
eth to the snare, and knoweth not 
that it is for his lite.” 

‘Thanks to the God of our fa. 
thers, Abraham, Isaac, and Ja. 
cob, who snatched me from the 
perilous brink on which I stood, 
and has brought me back, full of 
repentance for the error I have 
committed, (although escaped 
from the dreadtul sin of apostacy) 
and has placed me among my dear 
brethren, with a faith strength. 
ened by experience, and with a 
future guard against the vain ate 
tempts of those Balaams. 

May the Divine Protector of 
Israel pardon the temporary hase 
tiness of a heart, which, even in 
the midst of seductive temptation, 
was never totally estranged from 
him; and may my brethren, 
when they call to mind my sin 
and error, recollect, at the same 
time, that I did resist, and that 
it was of my own accord and sug- 
gestion that I returned, repenting, 
and desirous of becoming again 
worthy of being numbered aimong 
the people of God, and that I am 
now willing to submit, with hume 
ble resignation, to whatever pe- 
nance the doctors and elders 0 
Israel may deem proper, I ree 
main, dear and worthy brethren, 

Your's, truly penitent, 


J, CATARIVAS. 
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On early Religious Education. 
~ No. 1. 

It isa fact of high importance 
to the welfare of mankind, and 
neccs: . follows trom the con. 
stitution of the mental frame, that 
the parental affection will always 
exist In great strength and vigour, 
wherever it is not overwhelmed by 
the most degrading kinds of 
selfishness. It the general prin- 
Ciples « I the Gospel have acquire d 
any power im the heart, they will 
support and cherish it; so that it 
will be impossible for any one un- 
der the influence of those princi- 
ples, to be so far deficient in afiec- 


‘tion to his offspring as to make 


him neglectful of their welfare. 
lis affection may not be an en- 
lightened one ; and he may some. 
times be led astray from that con- 
duct to which an enlightened af. 
fection would direct: he may err 
with respect to the effects of pre- 
sent impressions, and the value of 
the usual objects of human pur- 
suit: he may, in consequence, by 
false indulgence, lay the founda. 
tion of vice and wretchedness ; 01 
he may himself be too much at- 
tracted by the good things of this 
world, and thereby lead his chil- 
dren to seek them too eagerly: but 
after all, a person who is only in 
a moderate degree under the in. 
fluence of Christian principles, 
cannot be unconcerned about the 
well-being of his offspring; he 
cannot be without a great affection 
for them. Parental affection ne- 
cessarily arises from the nature 
which God has given us, if we do 
not stifle it at its origin, or over- 
whelm it by the inordinate power 
of selfelove : and religion cherishes 
it, removes what would hinder its 
growth, restrains only its excesses, 
and guides its impulses. 


VeL, vi. u 





If it be our own duty to love 
and fear and obey God,—if it be 
our own duty to live uprightly, to 
do yood as we have opportunity, 
to cultivate strict sobriety, to dee 
ny all sinful desires, and to be 
moderate in the indulgence of 
those which are innocent, —if 
piety, justice, benevolence, and 
self-government are our duties, it 
must be our duty to lead others 
also to obey them if we can, and 
this in proportion to our power, 
and consequently in a peeuliar 
and eminent degree, with respect 
to our children, whom God has 
made to cde pend upon us ina great 
measure, not only for the supply 
oftheir natural wants, but also for 
the formation, or at least the cule 
tivation of those dispositions and 
habits of action which he has en- 
joined, and which are necessary to 


their well-being. If all men are 


to live again in a state of exactre. 
tribution, and it is consequently 
our duty so to live that we may 
stand approved at the righteous 
bar of God, it cannot be others 
wise than our duty to aim, by all 
the means which we possess, by 
wise instruction, good example, 
and suitable discipline, to bring 
up our children so that they too 
may pass through life as having 
higher objects in view than any, 
the greatest, good which this 
world carn bestow. | 

It cannot be necessary to prove 
that godliness is an essential part 
of the Christian character, with. 
out which we cannot hope for the 
present favour of God, nor for his 
final acceptance: it cannot be 
necessary to prove, that even the 
duties which we owe to others and 
to ourselves, can seldom, if ever, 
be properly and fully discharged, 
where religious principle 1s want. 
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ing; that religion is the best safe- 
gard in temptation, the best foun- 
dation for virtue, the best support 
in the hour of afflictien; that re. 
Jigion can do a man nothing but 
good, even in this world, and that 
it will make him eternally happy 
in another, All these things must 
be admitied, if we believe in the 
divine authority of Jesus, and un- 
derstand the spirit ot his Gospel. 
The Gospel speaks too plainly on 
the indispensable necessity of the 
love of God and obedience to his 


will, to allow of any donbt. If 


we are unhappily deficient i ree 
lizion ourselves, we must indeed 
be blind to the best interests of 
our children, if we do not wish 
them to be religious ; we must be 
criminally negligent, if we do not 
do what we can to make them sa, 
Happy are those parents who can 
say that, inthe education of their 
children, they do make that a pri. 
mary object which ought to be a 
primary object “4 every human 
being. 

Religtous truths are those which 
immediately respect the character 
of God, and his dealings with 
mankind. Religtous affections 
are those aflections or habitual 
feelings which gradually rise up in 
the mind trom IMpressions OF Te. 
Mections, respecting the character 
and dealings of God: for instance, 
grautude tor bis goodness, awe ot 
his power, reverence for his greate 
ness and knowledge, fear of his 
displeasure, desire of his approba. 
lion, obedience to his will, confi- 
dence in lis wisdom and mercy. 
When r lnmous truths are accom: 
panied with the corresponding ree 
ligious aflections, and thereby ine 
fluence the conduct, they are 
Called religious principles ; and 


. 


! 
tne atlections themselycs, when 


they influence the conduct, aye 
also called religious principles, 
A man is not said to have religious 
principles merely because he bes 
lieves that there Isa God, and hag 
right ideas as to his Character aad 
dealings. HKeligious truth may be 
possessed without its iiflucncing 
the heart and lite; and where 
that is the case, @ man Cannot 
truly be said to be a religious 
man, nor his principles religious, 
Whatever those opinions and de. 
sires are which influence the dis. 
positions and the conduct, those 
are our principles; and if they 
are inconsistent with religion, or 
at least have nothing to do with 
religion, we are mot religious, and 
cannot be said to live religiously, 
It appears desirable to menuon 
these things because many, It is 
to be feared, imagine that they 
are giving their children religious 
principles, when they are only 
teaching them religious truths, 
It these influence the conduct, it 
must be by their exciting hopes 
and fears, desire and love: it awe 
and reverence, love and gratitude, 
the desire to ‘please, and fear to 
offend, be not produced in the 
youthtul heart, it is of comparae 
tively little consequence that we 
teach them to repeat, or even to 
understand, the mest important 
truths respecting God. Religious 
knowledge may exist without re 
ligious affections; and it is pets 
haps because this distinction is not 
sufliciently observed, that so many 
unhappily suppose that religieus 
principle is easily acquired, and 
even that it will come of itself. 
Where the understanding Is toler 
ably well cultivated, a considerae 
ble degree of religious knowledge 
may be gained by any one, withe 
out much trouble. We have only 
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t) read our bibles, and we must 
earn from them the most impor. 
ant truths. We have only to fre- 
house of religious wor- 


; 
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quent thie 
ship and instruction, or read such 
books as are accessible to almost 
every one, and we shall be able 
to gain pretty clear and accurate 
vicws as to the import and extent 
and connection of those truths, 
All this is very useful, and it is an 
excellent foundation for mght af. 
fections; and it serves to strengthen 
and enliven them where they have 
been formed: but all will not do 
without the affections themselves, 
reverence and awe, love and gra. 
titude, desire to please and obey, 
fear to offend, &c. Perhaps it 
may be truly said, that a young 
person of a good understanding, 
and a ready retentive memory, 
may gain, by a day’s instruction, 
an acquaintance with all the grand 
leading truths of religion; but 
can any one truly affirm, that 
thus the love and fear of God may 
be acquired, as habitual affections 
or dispositions of the mind, that 
thus they may be made actuating 
principles of the conduct? Oh 
no: daily expericnce, our own 
daily experience must convince 
us that itis only by careful and 
Jong-continued cultivation of these 
affections, that we can give them 
sufficient power to enable them to 
regulate our conduct and disposi. 
tion; and this even where they 
have hi tppily been early and suc- 
cesstully implanted by wise and 
icligious parents and friends ; and 
Colly experience, pe thaps, alas! 
our own daily experience, must 
convince us, “how difficult this 
cultivation becomes, where it has 
een early and long neglected, 

and this in proport tion to the de. 
gree in which it bas been neglect. 
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ed ; in proportion to the degree in 
which our prevailing habits and 
dispositions are consistent or ins 
consistent with religious principle. 

It appears to me impossible that 
any parents possessed of the light 
of the Gospel, and convinced of 
its truths, should hesitate in con. 
sidering it as a duty of the first 
moment, that they should, as 2 
pesseary object, aim to produce 
in the minds of their children, love 
to God, and regard to his will, to 
give these principles vigour, and 
to make them habitual; nor do I 
see how any religious parents, 
who seriously consider the nature 
of the religious affections, and the 
difficulties that oppose — their 
growth; who pay any atten- 
tion to what passes within them, 
and around them, can hesitate in 
endeavouring, as early as possi- 
ble, to excite those fee ‘lings which 
nature prompts, and revelation 
enjoins towards our heavenly Fae 
ther and judge—to render them 
habitual atiections, by steadily and 
frequently calling them into ex 
ercise,—and to make them active 
principles by making them as 
much as possible the motives of 
conduct, employing them toexe 
cite to worthy actions, to restrain 
from sinful ones, to check wrong 
passions and dispositions, and to 
encourage those which are con. 
sistent with the spirit of the Gose 
pel. And yet is it not a fact that 
even persons who are not destitute 
of religious principle themselves, 
and who are convinced of the vast 
importance of this life as a prepae 
tion for another, tou often leave 
religion to grow up as it will in 
the minds of their children; and 
while they pay the greatest alten 
tion to the cultivation of their 
understandings, to the acquisition, 
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of accomplishments, perhaps even 
to the formation of amiable and 
benevolent dispositions, neglect 
that which ought to be the pri- 
mary object, and which, if made 
eo, would interfere with no wor. 
thy pursuit, but, on the contrary, 
would encoulage every pursuit 
that would promote their welfare, 
and foster every other right affec- 
ton? 4 
Le Ge 

On Prejudice: from Philosophi- 
eal ’ssay Sy by Dugald Stewart, 

Esq. 

‘* [ have only to repeat once 
more, before the close of this dis. 
sertation, that the correction of 
one single Prejudice has otten been 
attended with consequences more 
wnportant and extensive than 
could be produced by any positive 
accession to the stock of our scle 
entific information. Such is the 
condition of man, that a great 
partof a philosopher's life must 
necessarily be spent, not in ens 
larging the circle of his knowe 
ledge, but in unicarning the ere 
rors of ithe crowd, and the pre- 
tended wisdom the schcols ; 
and that the most substantial be. 
netit he can bestow on his fe llow. 
creatures, as well as the me blest 
spe cies Of Power to which he cun 
aspire, Is to Impart to others the 
behts he has struck. ovt bv his 
meditations, and to encourage 
human reas N, by his ¢ sample, to 
assert dis liberty. ‘To what did 
the discorerie: made by Luther 
amount, bul to e detection ot the 
impostures of the Romish church, 
and of absurdities sanctioned b 
the authority of Aristotle ? Ye t, 
how vast the space which is filled 
by his name in the subsequent his. 
‘ory of Europe! Apd how proud 


his rank among the benefactors of 
mankind ! Iam doubtful if Bacog 
himself did so much by the logical 
rules he gave for guiding the me 
quiries of his followers, as by the 
resolution with which he inspired 
them to abandon the beaten path 
of their predecessors, and ‘to make 
excursions into recions untrodden 
before ; or if any of bis sugges. 
tions conceining the plan of ex. 
perimenting, can be compared in 
value to his classification and i. 
lustration of the various prejudices 
or idols, which mislead us from 
the pure worship of Truth. If the 
ambition of Aristotle has been 
compared, in the vastness of its 
aim, and the plenitude of its suce 
cess, (and who can say that it has 
been compared unjustly ?) to that 
of his Royal Pupil who conquered 
the world; why undervalue the 
efforts of those who first raised 
the standard of revolt against his 
universal and undisputed despoe 
tism ? Speedily after the death of 
Alexander, the Macedonian eme 
pire was dismembered among his 
principal officers, ‘lhe empire, 
founded by the philesopher, cone 
tinued one and undivided for the 
period of two thousand years ; and, 
even at this day, fallen as it is 
from its former grandeur, a few 
faithtul and devoted veterans, shut 
up in ifs remaining fortresses, still 
bid proud defiance, in their mas» 
ter’s name, to all the arraye¢ 
strength of Human Reason, In 
consequence of this slow and gra- 
dual emancipation of the Mind, 
the means by which the final re- 
sult has been accomplished, at- 
tract the notice only of the reflect. 
ing inquirer; resembling in theit 
silent, but irresistible operations 
the latent and imperceptible ine 
fluence of the roots, which, by 
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insinuating themselves into the cre- 
vices of an antient edifice, pre- 
pare its infallible ruin, ages be- 
fore its fall; or that of the appa- 
rently inert moisture, which 1s 
concealed in the fissures of a rock, 
when enabled, by the expansive 
force of congelation, to rend asun- 
der its mass, or to heave it from 
iis basis”? Phil. Es. 4to. Edin. 
1810. Prelim. Diss. ch. ti. pp. 
71—73. 


On the Evidence of the Existence 
of the Deity, and the Incom- 
pre hensebiltty of the Divine Na- 
Cure. 

The beliet of the existence of 
the deity seems to be a constant 
attendant of the human mind in 
all circumstances, and an opinion 
in which all mankind are united, 
however much separated by time 
and place, if the uniform evidence 
of the most authentic histories, 
and the testimony of the most cre- 
dible traveliers are to be received, 
In the general points of religion, 
all nations have agreed; by all 
a Deity has been acknowledged 
and worshipped! those who have 


believed in a multiplicity of 


gods have acknowledged one su. 
preme 3; and even those who have 
appeared to worship the works 
of their own hands would perhaps 
have teen found, on examination, 
to have paid their devotions to 


tein, only as representatives of 


the Deity. That there have been 
individuals, who, from an excess 
of refinement, have denied the 

xistence of the Deity ; or, from 
an extreme degree of ignorance, 
have been incapable of so sublime 
vn idea, serves merely to display 
those irregularities which are in 
cident to the most general princi- 
ples of nature, 


That man is a religious animal, 
both by reason and instinct, is the 
remark of an ingenious writer ;* 
and it has often been doubted 
whether the human mind was ever 
so much diseased by refinement 
as to deny the existence of the 
Deity, or so far debased by ighoe 
rance, as to be incapable of con. 
ceiving such an idea. It is indeed 
strongly to be suspected, that of 
those who have denicd the ex. 
istence of the Supreme Being, the 
areater part, from the affectation 
of appearing wiser or braver than 
their tellowecreatures, bave main. 
tained an opinion contrary to their 
conviction, or which has only 
become real by habit; and 
that the human mind has ever 
appe ared in a state of so great de. 
basement, as to be incapable of 
forming such an idea, itis equal. 
ly to besuspected has proceeded 
only from waat of penetration in 
the observer. 

The opinion of mankind upon 
this subject is therefore to be 
viewed as a phenomenon of na. 
ture, the existence of which is 
not to be doubted, but the cause 
to be discovered ; and it becomes 
merely a matter of speculative cu. 
riosity to ascertain those circume 
stances which produce so general 
a conviction upon the human 
mind. 

In tracing the origin of our opi- 
nions, as well as of oursensations, 
we do not always perceive the 
true cages from which they arise ; 
and ght not to create sure 
prise, that a question concerning 
causes which are remote, although 
their influence is powerful, will 
be viewed in different lights by 
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different men, and afford room tor 
considerable variety of opinion. 


The universality ot the behef of 


the Deity some derive from an 
instinct in the human mind, which 
irresistibly impels mankind to- 
wards it, by its agrecableness to 
their nature, and its necessity to 
their happiness ; but, as instinct 
is undoubtedly a species of rea- 
son, though, perhaps, not so ree 
gular as to be understood by those 
who fteel its influence; this is 
merely to draw a conclusion in 
gross, from an abstract cause to 
familiar phenomena, omitting the 
intermediate chain of connection 
between them. Others have again 
derived it from an original reve. 
lation, diffused and transmitted 
through mankind by tradition, 
which is merely to substitute an 
arbitrary and adventitious cir- 
cumstance, liable to various in. 
terruptions, for a general princi. 
ple of nature, whose influence is 
constant and universal. Others 
have, again, maintained that we 
have the same evidence for the 
existence of a Deity as for any 
object of sense; that is, they are 
both causes which are known to 
us by their ctlects; and certain it 
is that, in tracing the phenomena 
of nature, we find one cause ge. 
nerated by another, until we are 
led to the inevitable conclusion of 
an ultimate and self.existent cause 
which produces all others. It is 
to be owned, indeed, that the hu. 
man mind can have no conception 
of any cause which is not gene. 
rated by another ad infimtum, 
and that the only proof which we 
possess of the existence of an ul. 
timate cause is the absolute neces. 
sity of the conclusion which arises 
from the impossibility of forming 
any other. Itisy however, ebvi. 





ous, that the idea of an ultimate 
cause forms a Contradiction with 
our experience, merely on ac. 
count of its deficiency ; and that 
the difficulty of conceiving it does 
not arise so much from its impos. 
sibility, as trom the contracted 
limits of human knowledge. 

It is to be acknowledged, in. 
deed, that we cannot trace a 
complete connection trom nature 
up to the Deity, that he is beyond 
the reach of our comprehension, 
and can no farther be conceived, 
than from his works 3 and that the 
necessary conclusion of an ulti. 
mate cause is the sole evidence of 
his existence. But granting the exe 
istence of an ultimate cause to be 
sufficiently proved by its necessity, 
all nature will tend to demonstrate 
that cause intelligent. 

That matter is unintelligent, ine 
active, and passive, is tou gente 
rally admitted to require proof; 
and nothing can be more appa. 
rent than that it 1s dependent on 
an intelligent cause for all the 
energy, beauty, and regularity 
which it exhibits. ‘To assert that 
matter is capable of forming any 
design would be shocking to the 
meanest understanding 3 and it Is 
evident that, without some origi- 
nal impelling power, it would have 
remained in a state of dead rest 
for ever; that its present state of 
motion is Contrary to its natures 
and derived from an active cause, 
very different from itself; that al! 
the various material phonomené 
which the creation exhibits, are 
merely original impulses given to 
matter by an intelligent beings 
which continue to generate each 
other without intermission: and 
that the Deity is to the universé 
what the mind is to the body, the 
ptime mover, the soul and cnese 








































gy of all things. ‘The original 
motion, the simplicity and periece 
tion of the laws of the planctary 
systein; the innumerable species 
ot living ereatures which cover the 
earth, which fill the ocean, which 
float in the airy and creep on the 
vround, so pertect in all their 
paits, SO various im their forms 
and natures, and so well adapted 
tu the different situations which 
tuey occupy; that immense vari- 
ely of VER tables with which the 
face ol nature is covered, so beau. 
titul and so useful to the ammal 
creuauion ; and, above all, man, 
who stunds proudly eminent over 
the rest of the creation, whose 
power seems to be unlimited on 
earth, who subdues all other ani- 
mals, who reigns in all elements, 
who appropriates all things lo 
himselt, and frequently cianges 
the appearance of nature,—re- 
quire only to be viewed to receive 
our approbation, to discover an 
analogy between their author and 
the human intellect, and to prove 
that the ultimate cause of all na- 
ture is only a more perfect mind 
than our own, 

It will, however, be objected 
tu that perfection which we ima. 
gine we perceive in the universe, 
that, as all our ideas are taken 
trom nature, and as we have no. 
thing to compare it with, we must 
necessarily torm the idea of its 
pertection, however imperfect it 
may be. But, undoubtedly, if 
the creation contained any im. 
perfection, instead of all its parts 
ultting to produce a regular and 
consistent whole, one part would 
counteract another, and produce 
@ confusion too great not to be 
apparent; and we should imme. 
diately be enabled to contrast 
perfections with imperfections, 
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te discover that degree of evil 
which reigned in the world, and 
to point out where the system of 
thiugs was detective; but when 
nature is examined, it will ap. 
pear that one thing possesses as 
much perfection as another, that 
all possess that degree of perfec. 
tion which is consistent with their 
mutual good, and that no part of 
the general system could be al. 
tered for the better. In short, 
the variety of nature, the multi. 
plicity of its objects, and the 
number of its qualities , the greate 
ness of the plan, and the minute. 
ness of the execution of it; the 
general regularity and individual 
nicety, the harmony of the whole, 
and the perfection of parts, —dee 
monstrate, beyond a doubt, the 
existence of the supreme mind, 
and prove, in the clearest manner, 
to the reason of man, the perfect 
wisdom of that intelligence which 
formed it. Nature requires only to 
be understood to be admired 3 and 
the most enlarged mind becomes 
always most.enamoured of the 
works of the Deity. 

‘The perfection of the system of 
nature demonstrates sufficiently 
that it could not have been the 
result of a fortuitous concourse of 
atoms, but must have been the 
work and design of some superior 
intelligent cause. ‘The system of 
things is indeed so transcendently 
perfect, that every effort of hu- 
man ingenuity is estimated as it 
approaches nature; and, if the 
proof of the existence ef the su- 
preme mind depends upon any 
analogy between the designs of the 
human understanding and the 
plan of the universe, how conclue 
sive is this proof rendered by the 
superiority which the latter holds 
oves the former! In works of hu. 
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man art, where imitation only is 
required, how far short does the 
industry of man fall cf the per- 
fection and polish of nature! 
And, in comparing the human 
understanding with that latitude 
of thought which appears in the 
system of things, we unmediately 
perceive thal all the designs and 
conceptions of mankind form 
merely a point or centre, from 
which the scheme of the universe 
expands on every side, till it 1s 
lost in the boundaries of human 
comprehension. On this subject 
our ignorance seems to increase 
with the progress of our ideas ; as 
to a spectator who looks upon the 
ocean, the farther he extends his 
view, the more boundless the 
prospect becomes ; and the more 
knowledge we acquire of the 
power and providence ot the Dei. 
ty, the more sensible we become 
of the distance between him and 
us, and of the incomprehensibility 
and uitinitude of the divine nature 
and perfections. 

On the whole, therefore, it 
scems impossible for any person 
of common undegganding to con. 
sider the pertection of nature, and 
withhold his assent from the be. 
lief of the existence of the Deity. 
But this, it appears, is all that he 
can ever reach. Man, by his si- 
tuation and circumstances, 1s de. 
barred from a near view; and 
seems condemned always to bt. 
hold the Deity as an unknown, 
although a great and intelligenc 
cause, But, perhaps, by beings 
Of capacities so narrow and Cir. 
cumscribed, nothing else is to be 
desired. Our ideas are wisely ac. 
commodated to our circumstan. 
ces; and that knowledge of the 
Deity which would gratify curie 
























osity, might not promote happi. 


ness. 


Db. D, 


Anecdote of Mr. Toplady, &e, 
Essex, Feb. 11, 1811, 

SIR, 

Reading your Supplement t 
the last year, I find (p. 638.) an 
account of the hostility of the Cal. 
vinists towards the Arminian Me. 
thodists about 1770 and some fol. 
lowing years. Your correspon. 
dent has mentioned Mr. Toplady 
as saying of Mr. J. Wesley, ‘ let 
him not fight by proxy. — Let his 
coblers keep to their stalls, &c.’ 
The obscurity of Mr. Toplady’s 
origin, who was said to have been 
the natural son of some great man 
who never publicly owned him, 
exposed him to a severe retort, 
A Mr. Thomas Olivers was, at 
that period, a preacher of some 
popularity in Mr. W’s, connection. 
He was brought up a shoemaker, 
and had lett his awd to preach the 
gospel. He wrote a pamphlet in 
defence of Arminianism in answer 
to Toplady, in which, after quot 
ing Mr.'l’s. supercilious language, 
he exclaims, ‘ And who is this 
man, this great Melchisedec, withe 
out father, without mother ? Had 
he been born under the legal dispet 
sation, he would not have been 
sufiered to hold an office in the 
church of God. See Deut. xxiii. 2" 
The words referred to are thest, 
‘ A bastard shall not enter into the 
congregation of the Lord ; event 
his tenth generation shall he not 
enter into the congregation of the 
Lord.’ As Mr. ‘Toplady had 
hinted that he probably should not 
read any thing that might be wil 
ten by Mr. Wesley’s ‘lifeguards 
man’, he perhaps never saw Mr. 











On the ** Eclectic Review’ of 


Olivers’ retort courteous; nor did 
lever see it myself. I received 
the anecdote some years since, 
from an old gentleman who was a 
Methodist above turty years, and 
who quaimtly remarked ‘* that 
though Tommy Olivers had lett 
his aw/, he still retaln 
of piercing.’ 
Your correspondent) mentions 


’ 


everal instances of the rancorous 
temper in which the Calvinists 
conducted their controversy with 
the Arminians about the period 
above mentioned, and quotes some 
lines from a piece which he calls 
fA ‘Tete a ‘Téte between Satan 
and Jolin Wesley.’ [t is many 
years since I saw that scurrilous 
production, but I have a_ re- 
collection that the tithe of it 
is £ A Dialogue between Old 
Nick and Old John: A’ Frag. 
ment.’ ‘The writer represents Old 
John as saying,— 

There is Whitfield, as many can tell, 

Has sent down his thousands to hell, 
And, for aught that I know, is gone with 

them to dwell. 

To this Old Nick replies,— 

Town my dear John, for ’tis true, 

He was not so perfect as you ; 

Yet, confound him! I lost him for all I 
could do. 

I am persuaded the religious 
world is so far improved in the 
present day, that no Calvinist or 
Arminian, of any respectability, 
would now descend to any thing 
so contemptible as the above dog. 
gerel; yet polemic warfare is not 
always conducted with the meek. 
ness and gentleness that become 
the gospel, 

It is wellknown that Mr. Yop- 
lady was a necessarian and that 
he published a work in defence of 
the doctrine of necessity. I am 
informed, by an elderly gentleman 
of my acquaintance, that he also, 
VOL. VI. VU 
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in his latter days, believed the 
doctrine of the restoration of ail 
men, as the proper result of that 
ot necessily, J should be elad iv 
be informed by any of your cor. 
resp madents whether Mr. YF be. 
came a necessarian early or late 
es and whether he ever pub. 
licly avowed his belief of the res. 
toration, either by preaching ot 
writing any thing on that beneve. 
lent subject. CKRASUSS. 
On the * Eclectic Review” of 
Mrs. Cappe’s Life of Christ. 
The © Eclectic Review,’ for 
lebruary, in this year, containsan 
article whichis really distinguished 
andour, A series 
of such articl)s: would raise the 
moral character of this publication 
above the level of the ordinary 
monthly velicles of intolerance 
and slandcr. We allude to the 
review of * Mrs Cappe’s Life of 
Christ’? ‘Phe reviewer displays a 
quantum suficrt of sectarian come 
placeucy, but he evidently meant 
to do justice (according to his views 
of right.) to the work under ex. 
amination. Tle quotes a passage 


( 
? 
i 


from the Preface, on holiness being 


the sum and substance of Christi- 
anity, with approbation ; and then 
remarks— 

** Who can withhold cordial 
and warm approbation from the 
tenor and spirit of this impressive 
paragraph. And that any advo- 
cate of the ortbodox faith should 
have used keen reproaches and en. 
venomed pens against those whose 
prejudices, learned or vulgar, have 
rendered them hostile to the truth 
is matter of deep regret, and is 
unutterably injurious to the ho. 
nours of the pure and holy doc. 
trine of Christ. It 1s no palli- 
ation to refer to any mstances of 
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similer asperity or contempt, in 
the w ntings and sermons ol the 
opposite party. The only return 
should be pity and fo OLVeRESS ¢ 
especinily as we reg ard their 
ther Logics ilsystem as very ime ‘flica. 
cious to the “production of a real 
conformity to the meck and holy 
mind of ( hrist. but fol those 
whe decta themselves believers in 
truths ot sovereign eflicacy to pu- 
rify the passions and sanctily our 
whole nature,—tor them to trans. 
eress the rules of gentleness to 
all mer. im meckness instructing 
those that oppose themselves, is 
a crime against their master and 
thuinecause, unsuscepuble of any 
just defence,” 

“Now. passing over some awk. 
Warchcsses ol language, and some 
not very modest assumptions, as, 
for instance. that Calvinism is the 
orthodox faith whereas the writer 
must have known that popery has 
a better presumptive ttle to the 
appellation; it is edifying to find 
an Eclectic reviewer dehorting 
his readers from harsh jndgments, 
and inculcating on them meekness 
and gentleness as evidences of 
truth. How far he exemplifies 
his own precepts when he after. 
wards expresses his * serious fears 
that holiness is not. the growth of 
Unitarian opinions,”’ and that the 
Unitarian view of sin ** has sel- 
dem or never been the associate of 
that necessary qualification for 
the kingdom of heaven, which 
the scriptures call a broken heart 
and a contrite spirit,’ let the 
reader judge. We may be per. 
mitted to observe, howeve Ts that 
this expression of fearis occasioned 
by « passage inan Unitarian book 
on the essence of religion, of whose 
** tenor and spirit,” cordial and 
warm approbauon’’ is declared. 


of Mrs. Cappe’s Life of Christ, 


The occasion was not, surely, 
happily chosen for an atiack upon 
Unitarians : nor dees there scem 
a laudable consistency in plead. 
ing for candour in the introduc. 
tion of the critique, and for big. 
otry in the conciusion! We say 
bigotry; for it is of the very es 
sence of this unamiable disposi. 
tion to judge the heart, and to in. 
fer moral evil from speculative 
differences | In truth and serious. 
ness, would the reviewer deny 
the honest and good heart, which 
our Saviour app'auds, to such men 
aS Lardner, Jebb, Cappe and 
Lindsey ? or would he be content 
to put the credit of Calvinism upon 
a comparison of them with any 
who have been equally emment on 
the Calvinistic side? Let 1 not 
seem uncandid, if we say that ine 


e tty extensive acquaintance with 


Calvinists of different classes, we 
have not observed any marked su. 
periority of virtue in them which 
should bespeak the divine efficacy 
of their system :—-good men, ex- 
cellent men we have seen, and still 
see among them; but we must 
also declare that if we were called 
upon to point out some of the 
worst men that have fallen under 
our notice, we should specify some 
of those that have been the most 
firm and zealous in the Calvinistic 
scheme; that have held most 
tenaciously the total corruption 
of human nature, the sovereignty 
of grace, and the omnipotence of 
spiritual influence. 

It is still good, that sectaries 
(using the word innoxiously) make 
their peculiarities morally effica- 
cious; but the Calvinist is pot 
the only one who seeks to improve 
his fellow-believers by endeavour- 
ing to raise their morals to a level 
With the supposed superiority of 
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their creed; the Unitarian docs 
the same ; though itis to be feared 
alter all, that the mass of a sect 
do not moralize upon their faith. 
We shall conclude these stric- 
tures with a quotation from Dr 
Priestley, from which it will ap- 
pear that he, no less than the Ee- 
lectie reviewer, wished to extract 
from his opinions the essence of 
true religion, universal holiness ; 
though we should not be surprised 
if some one of the same school as 
the reviewer were te conclude 
from the passage that the doctor’s 
exhortation to his party is an 
evidence of its being egregiously 
necessary, in other words. of Unie 


tanians being notoriously defective - 


in virtue, 

** We who profess what we wish 
to be considered as rational Chris- 
tiantty, have least of all avy just 
excuse for a deficiency in that 
temper and a want of those good 
works, which our religion requires. 
We, depending upon the free 
mercy of God to the penitent, re- 
yect the idea of being saved by any 
righteousness (hat is not our own. 
We believe that no man can obey 
the laws of God tor another, or 
sufler the punishment due to the 
crimes of another; and we dis. 
claim the belief of any thing what. 
ever standing in the place of moral 
virtue. We believe the. gospel 


both to contain a sufficient rule of 


life, and also sufficient motives to 
the observance of it. As therefore, 
my brethren, we not only name 
the name of Cairist, and profess 
ourselves to be his disciples, but 
think iat we profess it in greater 
purity than many vihers, let us give 
proof of it by departing farther 
rom all iniquity, and by being 
@ pecuhar people zealuus uf goud 
works.” * Discourses on the Evid. 
et Rev. Relig. Svo. 1794, p. 385. 
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On Believing uithout Ideas. 
Sir, 

I was much amused and pleased 
with the ingenious but decisive way 
in which yoar correspondent, who 
modcstly signs hiiuselt A Learn. 
er, proposes his query on ** b 
lieving without ideas.’’ It is 
I suspect, very likely thac h 
obtain an abswer trom th 
whence he appears to 
but perhaps neither he . 
readers* in general = ma 
a reference to one or twee! 
table writers, who have t 
the subject with minds p: 
much under the influence of 1. 
same train of ideas which seem to 
have had possession of his. 

If he has never seen the excel. 
lent * Essay on the Belief of Things 
which are above Reason,” which 
forms the tenth of a ** Collection 
of ‘Tyacts,”? published by the late 
excellent George Benson, D. D. 
he will, I am sure, on perusal, 
thank me for having pointed it 
out. But as the work of which 
it forms a partis, I believe, pretty 
easily procuced, | shall content 
imyself with merely referring to It 5 
and dwell more at length upon a 
treatise of great value but very 
little known, entitled * drenicum, 
or a Review of some Late Contro- 
versies on the Trinity, Private 
Judgment, Church Authority, &c. 
by Benjamin Bennet,’ the excel- 
lent author of the ** Christian 
Oratory*, printed for Roberis, 
Clarke and Ford, 1722.’? —uin 
pages 19-23 of which are the 
jullowing important remarks :-— 

** 1, Whatever we take upon 
trust, or in whatever Instances we 
depend on authority, ‘tts ccrtain 
as to that particular, and 1) every 
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such particular, we are ignorant: 


our dependence Is an ac I owledg. 
ment of our ignorance. ’Tis going 
too far too sav * we see with other 
people sey 5,” for we really do not 
see at all, 

“9, All, therefore, that any 
one, who relies on authority, or 
takes things on trust, can pretend 
to, is only to carry in his memory 
and to repeat certain words ahd 
sounds, which contain the propo. 
sitions of other people’s knowledge. 
It he, upon authority, affirm or 
deny any thing wherein he per 
ceives not the connectien of ideas, 
he has really no more knowledge, 
and is no wiser; though he re. 
peat thousands of such proposi- 
tions, he is but like an echo toa 
philosopher. 

*¢ 3. Tis granted the unlearned 
must take many things on trust, 
or rather, must be content to be 
ignorant of them ; which is true of 
all questions, to the resolution of 
which learning is necessary. ”Tis 
supposed they cannot understand 
such and such things without 
learning ; learning they have not, 
therefore they cannot understand 
them atall. But then,— 

“*4, In all these instances noassent, 
no knowledge is required. Where 
they cannot understand, for that 
Very reason, because they cannot, 
they are notobliged to understand ; 
much less to profess and own for 
truth what they neitherdo nor can 
understand.—* But they may un. 
derstand it by their teachers’—I 
answer, if their teachers can 
help them to understand it, it 
is well: that’s their proper 
Office, and for that purpose the 
unlearned should apply to them. 
But if the meaning be, that they 
must depend on the authority of 
ther teachers, though they have 
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no other evidence that they cay 
judge of but the teachers’ word, this 
is no understanding atall. 

‘* But what must the unlearned 
do in such cases? It may as well 
be asked, what must a mani do to 
fly that has no wings? It is plain, 
he is not bound to fly at alls he- 
cause he is not providedwith wings, 

‘¢ But it is alleged, it is in some 
instances necessary that ordinary 
Christians be determined by au. 
thority as to the sense of difficult 
places of scripture ; as concerning 
the words thes is my body, this is 
my blood. I answer, 1, if the un. 
learned cannot waderstand these 
words either by his own reasoning, 
or by the help of the learned, au. 
thority can do nothing for him; but 
leaves him as he was before he had 
recource to it, inignorance. Un. 
less he can judge of their reasoning 
and thereupon take in their evi« 
dence; he still knows not the meane 
ing of the proposition, All that 
he learns is merely a piece of his. 
tory, concerning what other men 
know, or say they know. 2. Aue 
thority is so various and contra- 
dictory, that he will be utterly 
at a loss which to depend upen. 
Some determine the sense for trans 
substantiation, others for consub- 
stantiation, some for mere signs, 
others for seals ; some say it is his 
body sacramentally, others spiritue 
ally.” Dr. Bret, ** That the bread 
and wine are made Christ’s body 
and blood by the Holy Ghost, and 
that it may properly be called 
Christ’s body, because of the effi- 
cacious life-giving virtue of Christ's 
body, joined with the bread and 
wine by grace and the mystical 
benediction!” Now, what must 
the unlearned do in this variety of 
authority ? ‘* It is supposed the? 
cannot judge who reasons best (fot 
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when they proceed to do that, they 
do not resign to authority), whom 
then must they call Rabbi? Whose 
authority must they follow? If 
that of the church for the first 
thousand years, they must re. 
ject transubstantiation : if for some 
hundred years after, they must 
reject every other sense. So that 
3. I conclude either that it is not 
uecessary for an unlearned Chris- 
tian to understand the certain 
meaning ef these words, and yet 
discharge his duty in an acceptable 
manner; or that he is able to 
judge of the meaning of the words. 
| do not say, be will need no help ; 
but there is a wide difference be. 
tween understanding a proposition 
by the assistance of another per- 
son and receiving the sense of it 
upon his authority, or saying so, 
without understanding it at all. 
! am thankful for the assistance of 
the learned and would attend 
to their reasonings; butall the use 
I ought to make of themis, to help 
me to understand and judge for 
myself. If 1 cannot, after my 
best care and endeavours, I must 
desist. I believe the text contains 
a truth; but what that truth is I 
know not. 

** But once more IT remark, 5. 
That there are no poixts of religion 
relating either to faith or practice, 
ofimportance or necessity, in which 
Christians need to depend on au- 
thonty. The great and necessary 
things are plain and easy. If God 
has required that we must know 
them, it is certain-he would pro- 
pound them to us in such a manner 
that we might know them, That 
Christians of ordinary capacity are 
bound to rely on human authority 
even for the fidelity of the transla- 
tion of scripture, I shall venture 
to deny ; and only desire the read- 
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er’s patience a minute or two, and 
then I hope he will see that it is 
not without a reason. ‘Though 
the unlearned cannot judge of the 
translation by comparing it with 
the original, cannot determine 
whether this or that particular text 
be a just translation, yet they do 
not depend on authority in receive 
ing the translation, but, as to all 
essential points of taith and prac. 
tice, havea moral certainty of the 
truth of the translation, resulting 
from the harmony and agreement 
of learned men in it. ‘That there 
is an agreement in every necessary 
point will not, I presume, be des 
nied, for if some question the 
translation in this text, and some 
in another, yet, I presume there 
is no fundamental point but may 
be found in some or other, if not 
in many, places of the translation 
that are undisputed. It is granted 
the unlearned cannot judge whee 
ther this, or that, or any, text be 
truly translated, that is, they cane 
not know it by comparing the 
translation with the original ; but 
they do know or may know so 
much of learned men, as to know 
they can never have agreed in the 
translation, had there been room 
for dissent, Suppose some of the 
translators unskilful, some unfaithe 
ful, some mistaken, would not 
others have detected their treachery 
or weakness? Might not this be 
expected from the care and zeal of 
so many crities, of different opin- 
ons, parties and interests, who have, 
from age to age, employed their 
time and pains in examining the 

several copies and translations of 

the original ? So that I say the une 

learned do not, in this particular, 

rely on authority, but have a morab 

certainty ; a certainty ina rational 

way as great as matters of this na» 
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ture will admit. As to those 
icxts, sentences, and words in a 
translation, about which learned 
men have disputed, do dispute, 
and in which there Is no agree. 
ment, if the unlearned cannot 
judge of their respective reasoning, 
J know no remedy for it, but they 
must remain uncertain which 
is the true translauion. No doubt, 
they will have a greater regard to 
the judgment of some than of 
others, according to the opinion 
they have entertained of them, or 
as they are possessed in their fa- 
vour. Some tew will give the pre- 
ference, according to the reputa- 
tion the persons they prefer have 
acquired for ability, faithfulness, 
and skill in such things, of what. 
ever communion they are; but, 
ordinarily, party-zeal chuses the 
tabbi. ‘Thus, the followers of 
Calvin, Arminius, &c, are ready 
to attend to the ipse dexit of their 
leaders. It ought not, surely, to 
be made a question, whether the 
Bishop of Bangor or Dr. Hare in- 
terprets scripture best, or reasons 
best ; and yet | am afraid it would 
be a compliment to their respec. 
tive adherents to suppose that any 
thing else (with many of them) 
determined their suffrage on this 
side or that, but the bonourable 
argument, * He’s of our purty.’ 
This is the common case even 
among protestants. Men are 
trained up in this or that scheme 
(which, to be sure, is the ‘ana. 
logy of faith !’) and then he that 
interprets scripture according to 
that scheme is a sound man; he 
is therefore orthodox, although 
le most grossly perverts a hundred 
texts to drag them into the service 
of his scheme. And thus we have 
quite forgot the voice from hea. 
ven, This is my beloved son, hear 
ye him,” 






















On Believing without Ideas. | 


Will you further allow a short 
quotation from another old book, 
almost as little known or read? 
the ** Memoirs of British Ladies,” 
by the eccentric, but shiecwd au. 
thor of the Lite of John bunele, 
Esq. 

‘© As to your argument, that 
there are athousand things in the 
world whith we are not able to 
comprehend and yet believe them, 
this is a mere sophism. What! 
cannot comprehend | believe no. 
thing about. What is_ beyond 
my understanding cannot be the 
object of my faith. I might as 
well pretend to see what is beyond 
my eyessight. 

** That matter gravitates, and 
and that a mind informs the hu. 
man frame, I believe; because 
my reason and senses convince me 
that this is the truth of the case. 
But how gravitation is performed, 
or how mind acts upon matter, 
I know not; and believe nothing 
at all about it. 

‘* That a supreme Spirit, who 
is the Universal Father, should, 
from the highest degree of love, 
send a divine messenger to save 
the world, by enforcing the laws 
of reason, and bringing his ratio- 
nal creatures to eternal glory, J 
cai believe; because my reasoli 
tells me that it is agreeable to the 
attributes of God. But that this 
one Supreme Spirit consists of 
three Spirits, minds, or agents, 
equal in power and all possible 
perfections, as you tell me, this 
is quite beyond my comprehension, 
and [ believe nothing about it.— 
It appears likewise to my reason 
impossible, In the last place itis 
not in my Bible.”—-Memoirs 4 
British Ladies, vol.i. p. 100. 

With every good wish for the 
success of your Miscellany ; and 
that it may be eminently instru- 








































































On the Quakers 


mental in promoting the knowledge 
of the truth, oad inore especially 
the practice of virtue, 
lam, &c. 
NEOCOMENSIS. 
On the Quakers? Yearly Epistle. 
Sir, keb. 10, 18i1. 
I was gratified by reading in 
some of your late numbers free 
but seriotis Animacdversions on the 
Yea ly Epistle of the people cal ed 
Quakers. A corresponden, une 
der the signature of Brevi/oquus, 
who writes im the styte and cha. 
racter of one of that body, in the 
last Supplement, (vol. v. p. 647.) 
I regret to say, has, by the tn. 
fling nature of his remarks, failed 
to do ny credit to his brethren: 
nor can I suppose that the most 
sensible mo mbers of that respec. 
table society could have been privy 
tgso feeble and evasive a reply to 
“An Unitarian C} ristian,’? rela. 
tive to the passages noticed by that 
writer in their last Yearly Epistle. 
The additional remarks in your 
last number, (p. 21) by Pacificus, 
whether trom the same pen as the 
former or not, appear too im. 
portant to be disregarded by the 
candid and intelligent among the 
Friends. I hope they will excite 
in such of their members some se- 
rious attention. Nothing is more 
certain than that every religious 
society has a right to observe, 
among themselves, such modes 
and practices as they may collec- 
tively deem the most fit, provided 
they keep clear of any proceed. 
ings which have @ tendeney to 
trench upon social order and true 
christian liberty Few systems 
are so perfect as not to admit ot 
some improvement ; but innova. 
tions on long approved practice, 
which had been established by 
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grave and judicious persons, on 
the principles of rational liberty, 
should ever be made with the 
greatest caution. ‘This rule I con- 
sider, asin some degree, violated 
among the Friends by the modern 
atiempt complained of, in not 
giving to their Yearly Epistle the 
ancient advantage ot more delibe. 
rate reading in their annual as. 
sembiy. And had not this been 
the case, on the last occasion, Icane 
not but think, with Pactficus, that 
the blemish, pointed out so clearly 
by “ An Unitarian Christian,” 
would have been prevented, Any 
such unwarranted ascription of 
the Infinite Attributes to Christ, 
among the modern Friends, is to 
be regretted; and I regret it the 
more, as being inconsistent with 
the simplicity of their antient 
scriptural theology, and the ge- 
neral tenor of their doctrines. 

If it has been their practice, as 
perhaps may have been the case, 
not to determine points in their 
deliberative assemblies by any di- 
vision of numbers, for and against 
a question, even of their society 
discipline, it may not be unworthy 
of their consideration, how far their 
practice may be most wise and salu- 
tary. It is possible some advanta- 
gesmay be lost by it. It has ever 
been deemed of importance in other 
grave assemblies, to determine im- 
portant matters by the fair judg. 
ment of the members constituting 
such assemblies: neither can I 
think that a mode so natural, if 
seriously exercised on occasions 
ot general importance, could be 
inconsistent with the solemnities 
ot religious determinations. But 
itsume of their most re: pectable 
members be of a different opinion, 
they surely will not contend for 
the advantage of narrowing the 
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160 On the Quakers’ Yearly Epistle. 


ancient people of God, under the 
Old Dispensation, uniformly used 
in the primitive ages of the New, 
and through all succeeding peri. 


ground for a free and fair impart. 
ation of sentiments, among those 
who have equal rights, and who 


mect for the express purpose of gh 
using them! Such internal policy ods of christian churches, has not 


would most probably be preparing been a superfluous and erreneous 
the wav for dissatisfaction and economy! Perhaps the public 
revolt among themselves, and be ministry, among the Friends, was - 
setting an example of the exercise never sO important as to have 
of an arbitrary power in matters of rightly superseded the use of such >” 
religion, which every true friend sacred readings; but for many “ 
to religious liberty, in any com. years past, it has been an obvious 
munion, must wish to see exe fact, that the ministry among 77 
ploded. them has been on the decline, and &: 
The annual custom of the that it is now at a very lowebb | 7 
Friends, at their Yearly Meeting, indeed! . . They frequently sit ie 
in addressing to their absent breth. together, wholly in silence, or (7 
ren a religious epistle, may be hear incoherent addresses from 7 
highly useful and Jaudable, espe- some of the weakest of their well. [7 
cially if proceeding from fair and meaning fraternity. They have | 
brotherly union, in a solemn sa- young and uninformed persons ie 
Jutation. The reading of suchan among them, who need the |~ 
epistle in their meetings for wor- awakening aid of public admone | 
ship throughout the society, tion in the important concerns of 
(though a remarkable /orm) may the clhiristian religion: and why 
be attended with good effects, by will they continue to forego the 
exciting an increase of religious use of an aid to devotion, so ready, 
zeal for the cause of piety and vire so influential in quickening devo. 
tue, Dut here a question of much tional feelings, and so much sane. 
inportance arises, for further ime tioned by the wisdom and piety © 
provement in their meetings of all former ages? Far be it from © 
divine worship; and I humbly me to suppose that a large pro Fe 
hope they will not lightly consider portion of the society are not fre 
the suggestion I am about to make. quently edified in silent medite 
If religious good is to be expected tion, or, to use their own lat 
from the public reading of their guage, in silent waiting for the 
own epistle,—what think they of spiritual influence which they pr 
the public reading of some of the fess to deem essential in true wor 
more sacred epistles of the primi- ship. But the solemn reading ¢ 
tive apostles,—episties providen. suitable portions of sacred wml, 
tially preserved for the instruction would, surely, be no impedimem 
and edification of all Christian to general edifieation. It might 
Churches? The reading of these, be useful to the most deeply & 
and various other devotional parts perienced, and incalculably so” 
of the sacred scriptures, is consi- the inexperienced, especially 
dered by most other Christian so. rising generation. 
Cletles as very umportant to their These thoughts are not publish 
public edification, Doubtless a ed in a censorious disposition Wo 
practice, founded on that of the wards the respectable body “ 
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Gi hers Accounted Socinians. ——On an Article in Flower's Revicw. 161 


Friends: but in Christian love, mies of the Christian name, and 
and the most sincere eood-will. then blasphomics unfit to he en. 
May they be-received and regard. dured by those who have any reve 
ed in the same spirit; then may erence for Christianity, [take 
{ hope for the real satisfaction of this to be the ground, why the 
not having written in vain, impuaners of the doctrine of the 
CANDIDUS. Trinity are expressly excluded 
from the benefit of our act ot Tole. 
Quakers Accounted Socinians. ration, And if the QUAKERS are 
March 1, 1811. included in it, notwithstanding 
SIR, that deep tincture uf SOCINIAN™ 
Much has lately been written, ism ufich scems to run through 
in your Magazine, onthereligious their hypothesis, (which I choose 
creed of the (aakers. Pe haps, thus to mention by the way, that 
the controversy may be shortened I may be excused the treating of 
by your reminding the disputants them more at large ;) perhaps this 
that this people never had any might be partly owing to the inttie 
creed, and that it is their glory to cacy and obscurity of their opiate 
have ‘been creed-less. How any ons, which are as hule anderstood 
one acquainted with their early by other people as ecneraily by 
writings Can imagine them to have themselves.’ (pp. 417, 418.) 
formerly held the doctrine of the I shall not remark upon the 
Trinity, I am utterly at a loss to meek spirit of this true son of the 
conceive; nor can they be proved Church; al! that I quete bim for 
to have been Socénzans in any other is to shew that the union of So. 
way than as they were Script: urtsts, cinianism and Quakerism in the 
pre fe rring the letter of the ir Bible same person is no novelty, 


—_ 





to the traditions and decreesofthe — J am, Sir, a friend tothe Friends, 
popish church, and semi-popish though not altogether 
churches. TREMULUS. 


Yet the "y were certainly consider. 
ed by theologic: al writers. heretofore 
as agreeing gencrally with the ab. 





On an Article in Flower’s Review 


bettors of Sociniamism. Of = we CONCE RENE Mr. toward, 
His torical Account of the Trini. SIR, 
‘arian Controversy,’ published in [ little expected to have trou. 


1795. Having ieatiel the expul- bled you with another word on the 
sion of the Socinians from Poland, subject of Mr. Howard, But 
1660, he adds,— locking into the * Political Review’ 

‘* They have not, indeed, been for February, just published, I find 
able from that time to form any 4 writer refering to the * Monthly 


very formidable party, or eng: tepository,’ for December, 1810, 
‘ eerahans 66 sen ” 
the sec ul: ur pow ers to support # nf and describing the accoubl I 


patronize them. ‘The most that S¢mt you ‘* in an extract from Dr. 

is any where allowed them is a Clarke’s Travels” as incorrect in 

bare toleration, and even that is ®Y®Ty circumstance except. that 

generally denied ’ em, whilst they Mr. H. died and was buried, and 

are considered as the open ene. that “ captain Priestman, of the 
YOL, Yi. Y 


162 On an Article in Flower's Review, concerning Mr. Howard. 


Russian navy, read the burial sere 
vice over him.”’ 

According to this writer, “ Tlow- 
ard being at Cherson was informed 
that a young lady cighteen years 
old was dangerously ill with a fe. 
ver ; and without being et all re- 
quested he immediately offered to 
go and visit her at the distance of 
seven miles from Cherson.-—He 
a/ministered a dose of Dr. James's 
powders. On his return to Cherson, 
late in the evening, he fell off his 
horse, and remained a considerable 
ume on the snow, with which the 
ground was covered, until some 
one bappened to pass, and helped 
him upon his horse again, and thus 
he reached Cherson late at night.” 
‘The writer goes on to attribute 
Howard's death to * the fall from 
his horse—cold caught by laying 
so long in the snow without even a 
great coat,”’ and to a“ dose of Dr. 
James's powder, much larger than 
he ought to have taken, as he 
himself acknowledged.” = In his 
P. S. he observes ** that the in. 
scription on the monument erected 
to Howard in St. Paul’s, stating 
that he died of the plague, is er- 
roneous; for there was nothing 
like the plague at Cherson where 
he died, nor could be in the depth 
of winter, the ground covered with 
snow, and hard frosty weather.” 

But the most extraordinary vari- 
ation is yet to be mentioned. It 
seems that Dr. Clarke was led by 
inisinformation to mistake a per. 
son fora place, and that * the 
village of Dauphiny,” was no other 
than ** M. Dauphiné, a French 
merchant established at Cherson.” 
Mr. H. finding “ that his end was 
fast approaching,” requested to be 
buried in this gentleman’s garden, 
*Sabout two miles from the town, 
im these remarkable words: I have 


always wished to be buried in free 
ground, and as the French are be. 
come free, I think that your pro. 
perty must also be free. M, 
Dauphiné promised him compli. 
wnee with his wishes; and on the 
filth day from his visit to the young 
lady, le expired; with the con. 
solation however of knowing, that 
ihe innocent cause of his death 
was recovering.” 

Mr. Reginald Heber whom | 
quoted (vy, 576.) thought he had 
found ** the tomb of Howard (iu 
the desert about a mile from the 
town) built by admiral Mordvinof”, 
and took a view of the monument 
and scenery which forms a vignette 
to Dr. Clarke’s work. It seems 
however that he was mistaken, 
for ‘* M. Dauphiné errected a 
plain monument with Howard's 
bust over his grave, in his own 
(M. D’s.) garden.” 

Such is this writer’s account, on 
which I can give no opinion. He 
attributes the incorrectness of Dr. 
Clarke’s statement”’ to * the well 
known volubility of captain (after. 
wards rear-admiral) Priestman’s 
tongue’,’ certainly impeaching the 
discernment of the learned travele 
lers, and the integrity of theit 
host. Though I might venture 
conjecture respecting Howard, ! 
should have been ashamed to have 
stated seeming facts without CoD. 
necting them with my own name 
or still better authorities. What 
will your readers say, when I i 
form them that this attack on the 
credit of Dr. Clarke’s and Mr. He | 
ber’s work, for it is nothing less, 
is made by W. B. of Epping, 
the sole authority of a nameles 
** naval officer who was on 
spot when Howard died, and who 
attended his burial.”? I am_ pele 
suaded that through some inad 
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vertenee alone, this act of literary 

injustice has been permitted in a 
ublication so liberal as the Poli- 

tical Review. N.L. T. 





The Reformation a Precedent of 
Reform. 


[The Conclusion of a Discourse to a 
Country Congregation, Nov. 4, 1804. ] 

If it be thought that I have 
overcharged the picture, and co. 
loured too highly the blessings of 
the Protestant faith, allow me to 
observe that all my encomiums 
are relative to the last view in 
which I proposed to consider it, 
that of a precedent of reforma- 
tion, which sanctions all subse- 
quent improvements, and justifies 
and instructs men in reforming 
even itself, should such a reform 
be needful. 

Wise and venerable as were the 
reformers, there is no indecorum 
or presumption in supposing that 
they purified religion but partially 
from the abuses of popery: to say 
that they committed no errors or 
left none uwnamended, would be 
to invest them with infallibility, 
that is, to claim for them what 
they thought it monstrous in the 
members of the papal church to 
claim, though certainly with bet. 
ter reasons, for their head, and to 
renew in their own persons, the 
impiety and idolatry which shock- 
ed them so much in the church 
of Rome, and occasioned their 
separation from it. I wish you 
to understand clearly, my bre- 
thren, that you have exactly the 
same authority for scrutinizing 
and sifting the opinions of your 
protestant ancestors, that they 
had for investigating those of their 
popish ancestors, and are as much 
bound to forsake their commu. 
nion, wherein you think them er- 
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roncous, as they were to forsake, 
in similar circumstances, the com- 
munion of their fathers. Every 
plea which they set up for justi- 
fying their separation from the 
thea established faith of their 
country, operates equally to justt. 
fy you in separating from the 
faith that is now established; nor 
can we consistently vindicate Pro- 
testants without vindicating also 
Protestant Dissenters. Both have 
acted on the same broad and sure 
principle-—-the right of private 
judgment and the supreme au. 
thority of the Scriptures ; we must 
therefore condemn or acquit both, 
And by a parity of reasoning, any 
individual among Protestant Dis- 
senters has an indisputable right 
to quit one sect among them for 
another ; or, if he please, to be. 
come the founder of a new sect; 
or, to disengage himself from 
sects and parties altogether. There 
is no medium between taking this 
liberal course of argument, and 
holding the sin of separation from 
the Church of Rome! or, to go 
higher up, the sin of Christiani- 
ty! for Christianity was, at the 
first, adissent from Paganism and 
Judaism, and vur blessed Lord, 
the Apostles and all the primi- 
tive Christians were, in strictness 
of speech, Noncontormists. 

It is with-an ill grace that Pro- 
testants, whe are the disciples of 
reformers, and owe their very ex. 
istence to reformation, profess to 
be enemies of religious reform : 
this is the same species of folly 
as that we so universally despise, 
of men, who have personally ac. 
quired wealth, affecting afterward 
to look down upon the means by 
which they acquired it, with con- 
tempt. Wisdom is justified of her 
children, and her children are jus- 
tified by the affinity which they 

























164 
bear in feature, sentiment and 
language to their parent; but such 
men seem studi us to display their 
deyenciacy, or rather to record 
their spurious descent from the 
Mother of Harlots, «ith whom the 
Aings of the earth have comuatted 
fornicatiun.* ‘They glory in their 
siiaine, 

‘Truc honour is paid to the re- 
formers, not by him who remains 
fixed to the spot which they had 
reached centuries ag and who, 
from tus bor cimncnce, ase 
sails all that are 
to farther pro. 
~but by him who reveres 
kk patterns, but 
dares not to give himself up to 
then: as infallible guides ; who ts 
animated by thar spirit, and in. 
vigorated with their principles ; 
who a ftullower ot them, as 
far as he conceives them to have 
been folliwers of Christ. To the 
bigot, who styles bimsclf their 
champion, While bh is, In fact, re. 
versing their maxims and caluin. 
miating their characters, the shades 
of these holy men would say, 
could we call them up from their 
quict abodes, —** With your mind 
and temper, you would have been 
the first to oppose, to slander and 
to persecute us, had you lived in 
our day of penl and rebuke. = In 


Wed 
With reproach 
lookin. forward 
GQTess, 


them as admiral! 


Is 


the me of the first publication of 


the gospel in these lands, you 
would have stood up for the ese 
tablished impietics of heathenism, 


and have buriiad the founders of 


our faith to prion and to death. 
At Aihens, you would have poi. 
soned Socraics; at Jerusalem, 
would have crucified Jesus. Oh! 
ye children of privie and prejudice! 
ye volarics of this world’s policy! 


v————— 





Rev. vii. 2, and 5. 


The Reformation a Precedent of Reform. 


ye advocates ofthe eternity of ers 
ror! Ve be witnesses unto your. 
selves, that ye are the offspring of 
them which killed the reformers and 
the prophets. Lull ye up then the 
measure of your fathers.” 

Considered in any other light 
then as the precedent and begin. 
ning of a series of improvements 
of the same kind, the Reformation 
loses all its significancy, propriety 
and value; and can be esteemed 
nothing better than a lawless re. 
bellion or a pernicious schism, 
[t involves an absurdity to sup. 
pose that it exploded one arbi. 
trary system of faith, only to es. 
tablish another; and implicates 
the reformers in presumption antl 
folly to imagine that they deter. 
mined that no one hereafter should 
imitate their own example, and 
that the narrow step which they 
had taken out of the region of 
error was the goal of perfection, 
and should be the boundary of 
the human mind, 

Sufficient was it for them to ¢x- 
plore the path of knowledge; to 
their posterity it belongs to pure 
sue it. Glorious was their de. 
sign of emerging from intellectual 
darkness, heroic their determina- 
tion to follow the light of truth; 
acd the most eloquent panegyrick 
we Can pass upon their memories, 
is to act upon their principles, 
and to complete their plans. But 
$s us not, atthe same time, mise 
take their merit and misapply our 
praise. It is the boldness of the 
design, rather than the complete. 
ness of its execution, which de. 
mands our admiration and ap- 
plause; and they must be regarde 
ed as our benefactors, less on 
account of the acquisitions which 
they have bequeathed, than the 
example of mental independence 
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and religious inquiry which they 
have established. Their labours 
were not intended to preclude, 
but to excite and to direct the ine 
dustry of their descendants ; aud 
the precedent which they have 
left of fearless intrepidity and ins 
defatigable exertion in the cause 
of truth can be honoured only by 
being studied, and made usetul 
only by being imitated, 

Actuated, therefore, by the spl- 
rit of the reformers, and following 
theexhortation of the apestie,let us 
leave the principles of the doctrine 
Christ and go on unto perfection.’ 
Our fathers acknowledged and as- 
serted the right of private judg- 
ment; let us do more; let us 
act invariably, upon this sound 
and generous principle ourselves, 
and allow others to do so too; 
let us not merely hold the right, 
let us inculcate the duty ; nay, let 
us prevail upon our fellow-chris- 
tians to pursue religious inquiries 
with zeal, by shewing them that 
no danger can possibly resuit from 
them ; that nothing but vice will 


subject us to the punishment of 


Almighty God; and that the in- 
industrious investigation of truth, 
whether successful or unsuccess- 
ful, in the present state, will not 
fail of obtaining, ultimately, bis 
blessing and reward. They res- 
cued the scriptures from the vile 
custody of talsehood and iniquity, 
and laid them open to the public 
eye; let us not only peruse, but 
study to understand them; not 
only recommend men to read 
them, but also to reason upon 
them ; let us strive to clear and 
enlighten their meaning, by en- 
couraging improved versions and 
liberal interpretations of them ; 
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let us hold them up to the view of 
the world, in the hght, not of 
system, but of common sense; let 
us disrobe them of the mysterious. 
ness with which they have been 
so long enveloped, and show man- 
kind that they are rational and 
intelligible, and abe of themselves 
to make us wise unto salvation, 
through faith which is in Christ 
Jesus.* They insisted on the 
wickedness of persecuting men 
who hold the truth; let us urge 
and demonstrate that every man 
is the sole judge of truth for bim. 
self, and that, consequently, all 
persecution, on account of opi. 
nions, is iniquitous; let us ex. 
plain the unjustifiableness of that 
species of persecution which ts ne. 
gative and privative merely, as 
well as of that which is active and 
positive ; of laying men under Cis 
vil disabjlities for using their un. 
derstandings, as well as of sub. 
jecting them to imprisonment, 
torture, and death; let us incul. 
cate the injustice and impiety, not 
of actual persecution simply, of 
violence, of cruelty, but likewise 
of every approach towards it; of 
evil surmises, of uncharitable 
looks, of hard speeches, of un. 
kind actions. They created a pre. 
cedent of reform, let us follow it, 
being assured that every step is 
lostin the march of morals and of 
mind, which is not succeeded by 
other steps; that if we do not 
climb the ascent of improvement, 
we shall sink into degeneracy 5 
and that then and then only, ace 
cording to the prophet, shall we 
know, if we follow on to know the 
Lord.t ) 

Such, brethren, is our duty, a 
duty entailed upon us by our an- 





Heb, vi, 1. 


* 4 Tim, iii, 15. + Hosa vi.g 
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cestors, and owing to our poste. 
rity. If it be arduous, it is also 
honourable. In pursuing it, we 
mingle with philosophers and le- 
gislators, reformers and confess 
sors, prophets and apostles, with 
all who have purified and adorn. 
ed our nature, and exalted and 
ameliorated our condition; we 
become associates with Jesus, and 
workers together with God.* Un. 
der the patronage of almighty 
power and infinite wisdom, our 
labours must sooner or later be 
crowned with success ; they will 
procure us a name among the 
righteous, who are had in ever- 
lasting remembrance,t and will 
contribute to introduce the period 
when Protestantism shall be sy- 
nonimous with Christianity, and 
Christianity become the religion 
of the globe. 





Mr. Turner on his History of the 
Hanover Square Meeting, New- 
castle. 


Newcastle, March 10, 1811. 
Sir, 

I was much gratified with Mr. 
Drummond’s List of Ministers at 
Ipswich, and with his proposal to 
the ministers of our several con. 
gregations to furnish you with si- 
milar lists, p. 73, accompanied, 
however, I should hope, with such 
brief memoirs as can readily be 
obtained. These may not all be 
proper for insertion in your pages, 
but it is surely desirable that they 
should all be printed for the use 
of the particular congregation to 
which each shall relate. I am 
happy to bear that Mr. Taylor, 
of Norwich, proposes to print, in 
this manner, his large account of 


* aor, vi. i. } 11a Ps. 6, <i 





Bishop Pearce’s Jubilee Sermon. 


the ministers at Norwich, amone 
whom his excellent grandfather 
will of course claim a conspciu- 
ous place. To shew that this js 
not with me a new idea, and, if 
it be not too presumptuous to 
offer to the public a specimen of 
the manner in which it appears to 
me that such a work should be 
composed, [ have furnished the 
several London booksellers, who 
occasionally favour me with their 
good offices, a few copies of a 
** Sketch of the History of Pro 
testant Nonconformity, and of 
the Society assembling in Hano. 
ver Square, Newcastle.” 


W. TURNER. 





Bishop Pearce’s Jubilee Sermon. 
Sir, 

I fear your correspondent, “Ju. 
bilee,” p. 105, will not find in 
Bishop Pearce’s Sermon, after 
which he inquires, what he seems 
toexpect. I copy the whole title 
of it from the ‘* List of Sermons’ 
in the Monthly Review for Octo. 
ber 1760, which will sufficiently 
explain how it was related toa 
Jubilee. 

*“* At the abbey-church, West 
minster, June 3, 1760, on occa 
sion of its being the 200th year of 
the date of their charter of founda 
tion. By Zachary, Lord Bishop o 
Rochester.” 

Most men will now, I believe, 
agree with your correspondent 0 
the subject of the late English Ju 
bilee; and the Mosaic Jubilee % 
the crux Theologorum. 1 have 
seen nothing better on this subject 
than the letter of Dr. Lardnet’s 
which you first gave to the public 
in your last volume, p. 161. 

EPISCOPUS. 
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INQUIRIES AND DISQUISITIONS ON ECCLESIAS- 
TICAL HISTORY. 


—— 


Va the alledged Universal Depra- 
vity of Lluman Nature, 
[From “ Unitarian Pieces and Tracts,” 
now publishing in America, No. X.) 
Every one of them is gone back ; 
they are ultogether become fil- 
thy: there is none that doeth 
good, no, not one.—Psalm 

liu. 3. 

The variety, and even opposi- 
tion of sentiment contained in the 
Ist, 53d and 112th psalms, ought 
to operate as a& caution against 
citing select and detached por. 
tions of scripture, and, without a 
proper regard to the connection 
in which they stand, making thein 
authority for doctrines inconsist- 
ent with the general sense of re. 
velation, and contrary to common 
observation and experience. 

Such an use has been made of 
certain parts of the 14th and 53d 
psalms, which are almost verbatim 
alike. From them it has been 
inferred, that human nature is 
utterly depraved—that it is a soil 
in which nothing grows but the 
rankest and foulest weeds—and 
that, if any thing betier be pro. 
duced, it is by the immediate and 
Supernatural influence of the 
Deity. Let us consider a little 
how far such an opinion is really 
countenanced by the passages re- 
ferred to, 

In the poetical compositions of 
David there is great inequality. 
Sometimes he rises to the utmost 
height of sublimity in the contem. 
plation of the divine nature and 


works. At other times he speaks 
in the character of an inspired 
prophet ; but often, merely as a 
man, subject, as his history suf. 
ficiently evinces, to many infirmi- 
ties; and when under the irritae 
tion produced by enmity and op. 
position, he expresses himself in 
% manner which no Christian 
could consistently take for an exe 
ample. He himself owns (ps. cxvi. 
11) that he sometimes ** spake 
unadvisedly with his lips ;”? and, 
though we should not put that 
construction on the general sen. 
tence of reprobation which he here 
appears to pass on his species, yet 
it is well enough known that poets, 
both ancient and modern, assume 
and are allowed what is termed a 
licence of expressing themselves 
in a way somewhat beyond the 
strict limits of fact. Such appa- 
rently, is the case in the texts un- 
der consideration. The particue 
lar occasion upon which these 
psalms, or either of them, were 
composed, is not referred to ; but 
it was probably at the beginning 
of David’s reign, before the king- 
dom was confirmed in his hand, 
und while he met with much trou. 
ble and opposition from the adhe. 
rents of the house of Saul, the 
greater number of whom might be 
irreligious and atheistical persons. 
The probability of this conjecture 
will receive additional weight, if 
we look into the subject of the 
adjoining psalins, as expressed in 
their titles from the 52d to the 
59th. Under a keen sense of the 
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Theis dinbinosity @gamst hiinsell au 


his peopl 


iF it Were peossto, to devour (hei. 


ich as would lead tuctla 


but he predicts their contus.on ana 
ruin: and ante pates the happi- 


ness which Israel in veneral shousd 


Cnpov., when rmeir “” sar 
} 


’) 


s-hould come out of Zion.’ when 
he should be 


settled Upon the 
throne, and when they should be 
delivered from this puntul state 

f persecution, which he emphat- 
really compares to that of capt. 
vity and bondage, 

Supposing however that this in. 
ierpretation be not the true one, 
nothing is more clear than that 
David could not mean to apply 
these terms of degradation to the 
human race in their unqualitied 
and literal sense; for in these 
very psalins, he represents the per. 


ecutors and the persecu ed as 


ersons of opposite characters. In 
the Ist psalm he places the ot 
the good and the wicked man in 
strong points oi st: andin 
the | 2th hairee! gescr2. oes the ¢ \@ 
cellent qualities of | Iprght 


These pictures must have been 
drawa from originals ; «nd there- 
no colour for 
modernly given 
to the words ** there is none ood, 


fore there can be 
the mterpretation 


. — | 
ho not one, Uliecss aS they are 


used by Christ in reference to the 


absolute goodness of God. It is 


. 


rue t! at Paul ( ites them inh his 


epistle tu t? 4 ar vs al Rome ° but 


this is only one instance out of a 
or at number, Ws ern the Gospel 
was recommended to the accept- 
tance of the Jews by uc Comin O- 
dated quotations irom their own 
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68 0 Medred Universal Depravity of Human Nature 


with a view of Consicins Lileiy, 


i withstanding iheu ligt 
opunon ot themselves with re. 
pect to p Cullal privileses, iliey 
had ho superiority im point o 
ancuty above the Gentiles, hut 

rod 1 equal need with ihem ot 
the vrace of the gospel, ‘This 


and ot DNTrAaAsScOlOLrys then, should 
UamwWaAVS FeCClve the sodoecT Cone 


truction f reason, eNpertence 


and (ue “y nheral SCOP and tenor 
ob revelal We Know indeed 
but too weil u puima hiature 
is ipe rfect: thar much vice and 
wickedness has in ail ages veen, 
aud sull is pr valent in tae W rid, 
But it is the very design of reve. 
lation to rectity this disorder, to 
encourage righteousness and (ise 
countenance iniquity; and in al. 
most every page of 1 the distinc. 
tion between these Characters an 
their opposite consequences are 
pointed out. We are 
alihough as tallen, 


strongly 
dealt with, 
yet as rational creatur >5 capable 


convinced by argument, 


Of bein d 
of using efforts, and availing our. 
selves of the assistance offered, fol 
our recovery. But to what end 

the Gospel sent, if it be true, 
and is to remain so to the end ol 
the world, that there neither ts noi 
can be one righteous—** no not 
one?” Tf its whole design be te 
tell us that we are utterly vile and 
depraved ; that our best works are 
odious in the sight of a holy God; 
that « ur tighteousness is nothing 
better than filthy rags ;* that, sube 


———_——— 





* It is strange that those who are #9 
fond of using this phrase should have to 
tally overlooked the passage, Rev. xix.8. 
where the righteous acts of the saintsate 
represented under the more appropriate 
figure of FINE LINEN clean and white? 
To understand the true application of 
its Opposite, it is only mecessary to turn 
to Isaiah xiv 6, and compare that verse 
vweth the one immediately preceding. 



















































ject to the wrath and curse of the 
Almighty, we are unable to do 
any thing to deliver ourselves tll 
he singles us out for salvation by 
his electing grace, and that then 
we are to rely for our acceptinee 
wholly upon the righteousness of 
another, transterred to us by 
faith, which faith must also be 
exclusively his work: if this be 
all the Gospel does, what greater 
benefit does it confer than it would 
be to open the eyes of a blind man 
that he might sce himself insmured 
in a dungeon? Instead of calling 
us ** to glory and to virtue,” it de- 
stroys every incentive to excellence 
of character. Instead of repre. 
senting God as worthy to be loved 
with * all the heart and soul, and 
strength, and mind,” it holds him 
forth as an object of terror—as 
arbitrary, capricious, and cruel. 
Instead of teaching us love to our 
species and reverence for ourselves, 
it leads us to look upon both 2 
poor, abject, contemptible beings, 
hated by their Maker, and of 
course hateful to each other. And 
thus it would seem that no real 
addition having been made to the 
knowledge, the virtue and the hap- 
piness of mankind, they had with 
greater advantage been lett to the 
mere light of nature to find out 
their duty to God, to cach other 
and to themselves ! 


_ —_——_— 





On the supposed Inability of Man 
to do any thing towards his own 
Salvation, 

[Frem the Same. } 
Ephes. chap. ii. 

In this part of his address to 
the Christian converts at Ephesus, 
the apostle places in-streng con- 
trast, their former condition, un- 
der the darkness of heaiheiasm, 


and their present situation under 
VOL. ¥1 7 


On the supposed Inability of Man to assist in his Salvation. 169 


the light and glo y ot the ZOS- 
pel. Ile describes the timer as 
a disgraceful aad a >jcet Subnsisstom 
to the tyranny of corrupt desires 
and passions, and .ven as a stale 
of death 5 of absulute isensibility 


lo every thing that was great aad — 


excellent. Their character was 
like that which be pictures in such 
dark colours, in the beginning of 
his epistle to the Romans: sinners 
even against that sense of right 
and wrong, which God hath ime 
planted in the heart of every rae 
tional being 3 children of disobes 
dience, and therefore children of 
wrath; or, as he expresses it mn 
the 6th verse of the 5th chapter 
of this epistle, ‘* because of these 
things, the wrath of God cometh 
upon the children of disobedience :” 
and again, to the Colossians, ** for 
which things’ sake, cometh the 
wrath of God upon the children 
of disobedience 5 in the which ye’ 
also walked some time, when ye 
lived in them.”? He then magnifies 
the grace of God in the gospel ; 
his rich, abundant, overflowing 
mercy which called them as it 
were from death to life, from wale 
lowing in the filth of sin, to a 
state of purity, dignity and glory. 
He seems to labour to find words 
adequately to express this aston. 
ishing condescension (v. 6, 7.), 
reminding them as it was most 
proper to do, that it was not for 
any desert of their own that this 
grace was manifested towards them ; 

not for any thing they had previ- 

ously done to merit such an inter. 

position, or, as he expresses it im 

his epistle to Titus, ** aet by works 

of righteousness which we had 

done, but according to his merey 

be saved us.” He then tells them, 

that there was no difference 

with respect to privileges between 

them and the formerly choser 
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people of the Jews; they were 
partakers of the same grace, and 
all were ** one in Christ Jesus.’ 
(v. 13.to 18.) In conclusion, he 
congratulates them upon this their 
h; PPY priviles ced state, acd goes 
on, through the remainder of this 
most excellent address, to enforce 
a sense of it still more strongly on 
their minds, and to urge them by 
every atlecting consideration to a 
life and conduct corresponding 
with their high and holy calling. 
With a strange perversity of in- 
terpretation have these strongly 
figurative terms, in which the 
apostle described the sad moral 
state of the gentile world at the 
time of the promulgation of Chris. 
tianity, been applied to the ac. 
tual state of all mankind, in every 
past, present and future age. All 
are said to be dead in trespasses 
and sins, and to have no more 
power to exert any of the facul- 
ties of spiritual hfe, than a dead 
body has to move or breathe, Un- 
doubtedly, we owe all we are and 
have to the free, unmerited grace 
and mercy of our Creator. It is 
in him we live and move and have 
our being; all our mental and 
corporeal powers are his gift. But, 
as God bas so graciously given 
us these powers, it belongs to us to 
exert them. Of what use are ace 


tivity of body and strength of 


mind, if we lie indolent and su. 
pine, waiting for them to be put 
in motion by some external force, 
supe raturally operating upon and 
within us? So it is in our spiritual 
concerns. We are actually, by 
the gospel given to as, inthat quick- 
ened state to which the apostie 
alludes, and not in darkness or in 
death. The rich mercy and grace 
of God has put the means of life 
and salvation into our hands, and 
it is Ours tu improve them. If we 


judgeth. 


do not strive with all our might, 
and exert ourselves with suitable 
diligence, to secure the blessings 
offered us, we are self-destroyers ; 
our blood shall be upon our heads, 
and God will be justified when he 
condemneih, and clear when he 
On the contrary, 1f we 
are merely passive in these mat. 
ters, 1t were as absurd and unjust, 
to make us the objects of displea. 
sure, on (hat account, as to pun 
ish a dead body for not exercising 
the faculties and powers of a liv. 
ing animal. 

We should easily enter into the 
full meaning, and perceive the 
beauty and spirit of the apostoli¢ 
writings, if we kept in view the 
particular times and circumstan. 
ces which gave immediate occa. 
sion to them. ‘Those times and 
those circumstances are too often 
confounded with the present, from 
which they are widely different; 
and we cannot, without manifest 
impropriety, apply all that was 
said to new converts from a state 
of heathenism, to ourselves, who 
have from our infancy been in. 
structed in the faith of. Christ, 
and live in times and places where 
his religion is generally received 
and acknowledged. At the same 
time, there is enough in them, 
that will apply to the moral state 
of mankind, in tvery future age 
of the world, as founded upon 
those laws, which cannot cease te 
be in force, so long as a righteous 
Sovereign of the world exists, to 
reward virtue and punish disobe- 
dience. R. B. 





Observations on Matt. iil. 7. 
Feb, 19, 1811. 
The remarks on the Improved 
Version which were found among 
the papers of a dissenting ministef 
lately deceased, and which have 


i ee ie 
BSS? 
*. 


ree a 





Additional Observations on 1 Cor. x. 4. 


been COMmMunicated to the Mon. 
thly Repository, (vol. y- pp- 556, 
557,) | am far from pronouncing 
frivolous. IT even regret that they 
are not more numerous: so con- 
vinced am I of the importance of 
accuracy.in minute points, where 
scriptural investigation is concern- 
ed; andsuch is my desire that 
the editors of the work which is 
the subject of these criticisms 
avail themselves ** of every friend 
and every foe,”’ for the purpose of 
making it, whenever a new lnpres- 

sion shall appear, still more worthy 
of approbation ! 

In their translation, however, of 
Matt. iii. 7, | cannot wish them, 
as the departed friend of IV has 
recommended, to substitute ye 
broods of vipers for ** O offspring 
of vipers.’ ” For, ist, The several 
expressions of the evangelists 
should be marked, as much as 
possible, by corre sponding eXpres. 
sions in the version. Now, Kins 
James's translators, followed by 
Newcome and others, have, in 
Luke xu. 54, properly rendered 
yoooia by brood, But vorcia is 
not the original term in the pass. 
age under Consideration, 

Qdly. The word yesvyuala is 
used, in the LXX, in the New 
Testament and in classical au- 
thors, to signify, not specifically, 
but generally, the offspring, pro- 
duce or result of any apimal, 
plant, action, &c. 

3dly. This verse exhibits the 
Baptist combining, in a manner 
not uncommon with the best 
speakers and writers, the compari- 
son and the thing compared. The 
grand point is the resemblance of 
the Pharisees to vipers; subordi- 
nate to this, but not wholly unim- 
portant, is the consideration that 
hey were the offspring of vipers, 


the wicked children of wicked pa. 
rents. 

4thly. The word brood seems to me 
to have the air of a contemptuous 
sneer. But a sneer would hardly 
find its way into John’s preaching, 
and indeed would have been une 
suitable to his character and office, 
On this principle, | conceive Mr, 
Wakefield tobe mistaken 1n imagine 
ing* that there is a similarity be- 
tween yevyynaia eyidvwy and Hor. 
ace’s O! Imitatores, servum pecus, 

The supposed illustration strikes 
me as a proof of that admirable 
scholar’s propensity, on almost 
every occasion, to elucidate the 
style of the evangelists and apostles 
by the quotation of purely classi. 
cal forms of speech. 

Sihly. Most translators, ancient 
and modern, render yevyyuala by 
‘** offspring ;’’ and among these is 
Principal Campbell, whose preci. 

ion of judgment and correct ate 

tention to the mceties and shades 

of language cause him to bea high 

authority on such a question. 

Additional Observations on 1. Cor. 
xX. 4. 

In ‘* Notes and Queries on 
Passages of Scripture’? ( Mon. 
Rep, vol. v. 553—556) I submit. 
ted, with much diffidence, the 
following exposition of 1 Cor. x. 
iv: “ as Horeb was the scene and 
occasion of the murmurs and fall 
of the ancient Israelites, so Christ, 
i. €. the simplicity of his doctrine, 
has been a stone uf stumbling, @ 
rock of offence, to many of their 
descendants.” This attempt a 
writer who signs himself P. (vol. 
vi. 38) considers as unnatural ; by 
which he, no doubt, means, what, 
possibly, may be the fact, that it 
is unsuccessful. ‘The endeavour 
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to elucidate a difficult text of the 
sacred volume, ts, | trust, natu. 
val and proper; although the 1s- 
sue of such an endeavour may be 
so tat unnatural as not to accord 
with P’s expectations and prepos- 
sessions. 

To perceive the subject and the 
nature of the argument, we must 
go hack to the beginning of the 
eighth chapter. The aim of Paul 
is to impress upon the minds of 
the Corinthians, the guilt and 
danger of their eatin:, in compa. 
ny with their heatheon neighbours, 
the fragments of victims which had 
bled on the altars of the idols. 
He urges that a_ well-informed 
Christian’s compliance with the 
practice, willensnare the consci- 
ences of those of his brethren who 
are less accurately instructed. The 
ninth chapter, like the clause un- 
der discussion is apparently a di. 
gression, but has a real and im. 
portant reference to the reasoning 
and the topic upon which the au- 
thor had enterrd. For, in order 
to dissuade the more considerable 
members of the Corinthian church 
from a wanton use of their liberty 
sa respect of diff rent sorts of food, 
he sets before them his own exe 
ample, shews that, with a view to 
the er dit and interests of the gos. 
pel, he had waived the exercise of 
his undoubted privileges, and in. 
sinuates that it would be their 
duty and honour to imitate his 
selt-denial! In the comm nce. 
ment ot the tent} chapter, he 
produces facts from the Jewish 
history (and the Covinthians were, 
probably, under the influence of 
Judaizing zealots), to illustrate 
the connection between idolatry 


and the experience of the e fects 
of God’s displeasure. Nor should 
it be forgotten that he looks upon 
the act of jom.ing in these gentile 
feasts as elther the commission or 
the countenance of idolatry. 
With regard to the context, the 
three first verses of the chapter in. 
troduce those which follow, and 
are descriptive of the divine pro- 
tection and bounty vouchsafed to 
the Israclites, in their passage 
through the desert. But with this 
description is intermixed an allu. 
sion to their unthankfulness and 
disobedience at that season: and 
the allusion is immediately suc. 
ceeded by the assertion that © with 
most of them God was not well 
pleased ; for they were overthrown 
in the wilderness.”? The apostle 
begins with inentioning their pris 
vileges: he next intimates their 
abuse of them; an abuse which, 
in one of the cases specified, arose 
from their yielding to a temptation 
similar tothat which had subdued 
some of the Corinthians—an a. 
buse which, in all these instances, 
was oceasioned by their not keep. 
ing their desires under just ree 
straint. I conclude therefore that, 
since the mind of Paul was full of 
the anulogy between the behaviour 
of his Jewish torefathers and that 
of many of the Corinthians, he 
does not, fora moment, lose sight 
of their analogy, or pen a syila 
ble which bas not an immediate 
relation to his subject; but, in 
the parenthetical sentence §¢ that 
rock was Christ,” refers to the 
circumstances of those whom he 
is addressing, and with his ch® 
racteristic skill and delica¢y re- 
proves and warns them, N, 
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Ant. I. Lectures on the four last 
Books of the Pentateuch, designed 
to shew the Divine Origin of the 
Jewish Religion, chiefly prom Ine 
ternal Evidence. Inthree Parts. 
I. The Authenticity and Truth 
of the History. UI. The Theo. 
lougwal, Morat and Political, 
Principles of the Jerwish Law. 
IIl. A Review of Objections. 
Delwered tn the Chapel of Trin. 
ity College, Dublin, at the Lec- 
ture established by the Provost 
and Senior Fellows under the 
HWrllof MrsAnne Donnellan, In 
two volumes. By the liev. Rich- 
ard Graves, D.D. M. R. 1. A. 
Senior Fellow of Trinity Col. 
lege, Dublin, and Chaplain to 
his Grace the Duke of Richmond, 
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland.-~ 
Printed for Cadell and Davies, 
London. 1807. vol. i. pp. 454. 
vol. ii. pp- 509. 


In these Lectures, Dr. Graves 
first traces back, through the most 
remarkable stages of the history 
of the Jews, the existence and 
identity of that portion of the Pen- 
tateuch of which he treats. He 
Next attempts to establish its au- 
thenticity and truth, so far as the 
facts are not miraculous, from 
the subject and structure of the 
Narrative, From a comparison 
of Deuteronemy with the three 
preceding books, he infers thet 
the historian was an eye-witness of 
the circumstances related, and 
that there was no delusion or im- 
posture in the case. He proceeds 
to shew that the ordinary inci. 
dents of the history are unnatural 
and even incredible when separated 





from the miracles; combined with 
which, however, they are pro. 
bable and consistent. Four marks 
of truth are then applied by him 
to those miracles, namely, no- 
toriety, an evidently supernatus 
ral quality, attestation by public 
monuments and acts, and the date 
of such rites and monuments from 
the ume of the events Commemo-e 
rated, 

‘The author enters on the second 
part of his work by contrasting 
the theology of the Jews with the 
idolatries of contemporary nations, 
Hence he deduces a presumptive 
argument for its being a divine 
communication. ‘The same con. 
clusion he forms as to the moral 
code of Moses, in which he finds 
the great principles of duty most 
skilfully and torcibly enjoined, 
and the necessity of repentance 
and the subordinate rank of cere. 
monies distinctly stated. In the 
penal law of the Jewish people, 
in the severity with which it visite 
some few offences, in the mildness 
with which it regards others, in 
its equal protections of the free. 
man and the slave, and in its 
whole scheme and spirit, he pers 
ceives an excellence which indie 
cates, as he justly thinks, a higher 
origin than human reason. He 
illustrates also the political princie 
ples of the Mosaic system, points 
out the equity, wisdom and hu. 
manity with which they are framed, 
and compares them with the genius 
and regulations of other civil con. 
stitutions, 

An Appendix to the first volume 
is divided into two sections : in the 
former, Dr. G. discusses certain 
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opinions, &c. of Le Clerc and 
others, which appear unfavour- 
able to the authenticity and truth 
of the Pentateuch: in the second, 
he answers objections taken from 
the circumstances of some of the 
miracles of Moses, concerning 
which he adopts and quotes the 
reasoning of Mr. Farmer. 

In the third part of his work, 
he examines the objection urged 
from the destruction of the Cana. 
anites, against the divine origin of 
the Mosaic law. ‘This fact he 
considers in reference to the suf- 
ferers and to the instruments of 
the punishment. He endeavours, 
moreover, to account for the fre. 
quent relapses of the Jews into 
idolatry, and to explain and jus. 
tify the visitations of the sins of the 
fathers upon the children. While 
he admits that the doctrine of a 
future state is taught in the Old 
Testament, he does not look upon 
it as forming a sanction of the re. 
ligion of Moses; lastly, he gives 
a sketch of the influence of Juda. 
ism on the Heathen world, and 
powts out the manner in which 
the dispensation of the law pre- 
pared the way for that of Chris. 
tianity. 

“Dr. Gravesdisplays considerable 
information and ability in the exe. 
cution of bis design, and is parti. 
eularly successful in those lectures 
which represent the unintended 
coincidencies between Deuterono- 
my and the books of Exodus, Le. 
viticus and Numbers, and the ex. 
cellence of the theological and 
moral code, and of the civil and 
political constitution of the Jews. 
In his answers to objections, he 
is not, in our judgment, equally 
or uniformly happy. We think 
that, occasionally, he contends for 
tou much, that he betrays some 


Review.—-Graves’s Lectures on the Pentateuch. 


proneness to fanciful theortes, and 
that he errs in the introduction of 
doctrines which, besides that they 
are not universally received by be- 
lievers in revelation, have no ne. 
cessary connection with the truth 
of the Jewish religion. ‘Ihe de. 
served popularity of Paley’s work 
on the Evidences of Christianity, 
is partly owing to the absence from 
it of all extraneous matters, and 
its strict adherence to Common 
principles of reasoning. 

We lay before our readers a few 
examples of the general merit of 
these Lectures. 

Vol. I. p. 280, The following 
remark has a very extensive and 
important application ; 

“If he [the Supreme Divinity] 
delegated to inferior beings the 
regulation of this inferior world; 
if all its concerns were conducted 
by their immediate agency, and all 
its blessings or calamities distri. 
buted by their immediate determi. 
nation; it scemed rational, and 
even necessary, to supplicate their 
favour and submit to their autho- 
rity; and neither unwise nor ule 
safe to neglect that Being, who, 
though all perfect and supreme, 
would on this supposition appear, 
with respect to mankind, alto. 
gether inoperative.” 

Pp. 354, &c. Our author's ob- 
servations on the Mosaic penal 
code are well worthy of being trans- 
cribed.— 

6 One striking difference exists 
between the Mosaic penal code, 
and that, I believe, of most mo. 
dern states. No injury, affecting 


only property, was punished by 
death ; restitution was required, 
or an additional fine imposed, 
suited to the nature of the offence ; 
or, at the utmost, if the offender 
was too poor to make restitution, 
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or pay there culated fine, he might 
be sold as « slave 5 (still, however, 
within the pale of the Jewish na. 
tion :) but this slavery could not 
exceed seven years, as the sabba- 
tic year would necessarily termi- 
pate it. ‘This difference may, 
perhaps, be accounted for, from 
the more equal distribution of 
property amongst the Jews, from 
their being more generally resident 
in the country, employed in agri- 
culture, and therefore probably 
partaking ot that simplicity ot 
manners natural to such a mode 
of life; and from their wealth, 
consisting more in flocks and 
herds, and the produce of the 
earth, than in money; circum. 
stances which would all combine 
to diminish the temptations, in- 
crease the difficulty, and confine 
the extent of depredations on pro- 
perty. But above all, it will be 
said, the Jews were nota com- 
mercial nation, and commerce it 
is Which renders the strictest vigi- 


lance over property and credit of 


every kind essential to the enxist- 
ence of the state. Yet, even with 
all these allowances, must we not 
confess that the Jewish law adjust- 
ed its punishments more suitably 
to the real degree of moral depra- 
vity attending difierent species ot 
guilt than modern codes, which 
permit some of the most atrocious 
instances of moral turpitude to 
pass with trivial punishments, or 
none at all, while they punish 
even slight invasions of property 
with ignominious death? At all 
vents, if private property was 
sufficiently secured by the milder 
penalues with which it was guard. 
ed under the mosaic code, this 
circumstance supplies one instance 
of its happy operation. If, on 
the other hand, it be maintained 


that the crimes of adultery, ob. 
sunate disobedience to parents, 
and perjury, when intended to de- 
stroy the innocent man’s life, 
cannot now be capitally punish. 
ed; for that penal laws so ex. 
tremely rigorous would never be 
executed, and therefore would be 
ineflectual; while we daily see 
our scaflolds loaded with criminals 
prosecuted and condemned for 
violations of property, will the 
conclusion be favourable to mo. 
dern manners? Can we avoid suse 
pecting, that our hearts aré more 
anxious for money than for vir. 
tue ; and that such lenity proves 
we slight the crimes to which we 
are thus indulgent, notwithstand. 
ing the holiness of that religion we 
profess, rather than that we act 
from pure mercy to the crimi- 
nal.” 

From a note, occurring in p. 
359. we receive the gratifying in. 
telligence that the merchants of 
Ireland did not disgrace them. 
selves by engaging in the African 
slave trade. 

Vol i. pp. 26, 27, Dr. G. 
enlarges, with eloquence on the 
refined humanity of one of the 
precepts of the Jewish law, (Deut 
xxiv. 10.)— 

‘© How are the feelings, as well 
the wants of the poor consulted 
in that precept which directed, 
‘when thou dost lend thy brother 
any thing, thou shalt not go into 
lis house to fetch his pledge ;? as 
it the legislator said—intrude not 
into Ins abode, if he is not willing 
to expose to the stranger's eye the 
humiliating circumstances of want 
and nakedness which attend his 
destitute state: or, perhaps, there 
is some little monument of his 
better days, which he reserves to 
console his misery, which he 
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would not wish the person, trom 
whom he implores aid, lo see, 
least he should demand that in 
pledge, and either, 1 de abed, rt. 
fuse relief, or, by tearing away 
this alinust sacred relic, to which 
his heart clings, embitter his dis- 
tress. No, says the liw, the ho- 
vel of the poor man must be sa- 
Crea as ali noly asylum : ‘he eye 
of scorn and the toot of pride must 
not dare to intrude: even the 
agent of mercy must not enter it 
abruptly, and unbid, [unbid- 
den} without consulting the feel. 
ings of its wretched inhabitant. 
* Thou shalt not go inlv his house 
to fetch his pledge; thou shalt 
stand abruad, and the man to 
whom thou dost lend shall bring 
out the pledge abroad unto thee.” 

As a scriptural critic, the au. 
thor is seldom to be praised. In 
the words, * Prepare to meet thy 
God, O Israel,’ he sees a descrip. 
tion of the general judgment ; al. 
thoug! the context restricts the 
meaning to a great national 
affliction.* Interpreting the se. 
cond psalm, he lays unwar. 
rantable stress on the use of ** the 
very word JMessiah,’”’ in the 
Chaldee ‘Targum, and on that of 
the term CArist in the LXX: nor 
does he consider that this name ts 
frequently applied, in the Old 
Testament, to other persons and 
objects than the founder of Chris. 
tianity. We are not now inquiring 
into the reference of this psalm, 
but simply stating what we believe 
tu be a tact. 

Of the notes many are inconve- 
niently long, and would, with 
more propriety, have been placed 
in an appendia, Nor is Dr. G.’s 
arrangement of his materials in. 
variably methodical and perspicu.- 


* Amos. iv, 32. 
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176 Review.—Johlaston’s Address to the Deity. 


ous. We have been sensible oj 
the same defect in reading the 
publicauons of other learned 
members of Dublin Coileve, 

In the style there are several in. 
stances of negligence. — It often 
bespeaks an unpractised writer and 
tails in Correctness and precision, 
and so frequent and so glaring are 
the errors in the punctuation, that 
we can hardly suppose them to 
have been printed under the eye 
ot Dr. Graves. 

But, when every deduction has 
been inade, these Lectures must be 
pronounced, after all, highly va- 
luable. We wish that they may 
be widely circulated and grate. 
fully received. Perhaps, however, 
they would be at once more po. 
pular and more useful, were they 
reepubiished in a different form, 
and reduced within a smaller com: 
pass. + 
Art. I]. An Address to the Dei 

ty. In Vhree Parts. By Wil- 

liam Johuston. 12mo, pp. 76. 

Johnson and Co, 

This is a poetical paraphrase 
of the Lord’s Prayer. ‘The form 
of poetry was chosen, we ape 
prehend, by the truly respectable 
author, (a minister amongst the 
Protestant Dissenters,) for the sake 
only of communicating more widely 
and acceptably the ennobling sen 
iments of christian philosophy. 
He has succeeded in stating them 
perspicuously and in urging them 
forcibly and impressively. We tnink 
that no one can read the Poem," 
a spirit of seriousness, without feel 
ing his devotion quickened by the 
perusal. 

‘The author has inscribed the 
volume, in a neat Dedication, 
his brother Mr. Ebenezer Johnsto® 






























Review.—Blake's § 


ART. IIT. Tb Recht and Duty 
of Private Judement and Free [n- 
qt Wy On aN he: us Subjects as- 
sorted and enorced, in a L)is- 
course delrvere dat Poole, in Dor- 
set, June ZT, IS bere the 
Sou'bern Unitarian Society. By 
William Blake. A2:no. pp. 60. 
‘Taunton, Norris: ~ London, 
Johnson and Co, and Eaton. 
On a subject which is, happily, 
‘come very common, readers 

do not look for novelty. Who 

ld be expected to advance any 
chine new on the topics of pri- 
vate judgment and free inquiry ? 

Yet, in spite of this disadvantage, 

Mr. Blake has here presented us 

with a discourse, on these good 

old Protestant points, which will 
be read with pleasure by the 
friends of trath and liberty. 





Aer. IV. Discourses on the Pro- 
widence and Goverrment of God. 
hy the lite Rev. Newcome 
Capie. 2d Edition. 12mo. 
pp. 228. 3s. 6d. Longman 
and Co. 18] 3 

Mr. Cappe ts in our jrdgment 

the most eloquent sermon-write: 

of modern times; and his ser- 

Mors possess the singular merit 

Of un a lr rath ional religion with 

much fervour anda great appear- 

ance of sanctity. W e are there- 
fore sincerely rejoiced at the re- 
pudheation of these discourses on 

Providence; and especially af 

| s before the public im 

SO po, rr a form. ‘The work 

Is too well known to require any 
ther notice from us than that 

the present edition is prefaced by 

Tectiovate ** Address to the 

Pouth of t! ing Generation, 

by the Editor,” Mrs. Cappe. 


—— eS 
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Art. V. Short Observetons and 

Refe.tions upon Select Pa ges 

of S-rinttre, £ rovry Sund ty th 

the Yoar. by the Rev. John 

Trem/ tt. 12mo. pp. 9S. 3s. Od. 

-Johnson and Co. London. 
IS11. 


The design of thts work ap- 
pears tous very good. It pro- 
poses to furnish matter for reflec- 
tion for every Sunday inthe year. 
It 1s calculated es speci. lly for the 
use = the younger people ot 
Christian families, who m; ly, very 
were inti ey ‘ously , be ec: alled Loge- 
ther to 1ead one lecture every 
morning of the Lord’s day. If 
they could be induced to remem- 
ber the words of the texts only 
which are prefixed, they would 
acquire a considerable knowledge 
of Christian morality, and much 
familiarity with scripture phrase- 
ology. 

The texts are well selected, and 
give rise to reflections on most 
points of importance in morals 
and reiigion, The observations 
are valuable and appropriate, 
and rise naturally from the texts 
which stand at their head. The 
lessons are of unequal merit, vet 
all ar® respectable, while some 
pest considerable eloquence 
and pathos. 

The work is more adapted to 
Unitarian families than others, 
because it contains a few, and but 
a few, observations which have 

an allusion, more or less direct, 
to their religious sentiments and 
Interests. 

We understand that a second 
Edition isalready in the press; and 
we hope the worthy author will 
derive all the advantages from 
the publication te which its me 


rits entitle him. 
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Re SELECTIONS AND REFLUB 


GENERAL 


No. 95. 
Suift’s History of a modern Colony. 
A crew of pirates are driven 
by a storm they know not whi- 
ther s at leng ha boy discovers 
land from the top- “mas t; they go 
on shore torob and p! lunde: . the y 
see a harmle $5 pe opie >» tie entere 
tained with kindness; they give 
the country a new name, they 
take formal possession of it for 
their king ; they set up a rotten 
plank or a stone fora memorii ul; 
they murder two or three dozen 


of the natives, bring away acouple 
more by force for a sample,return 


hor e and get theu pardon. "Snes 
commences anew domimion ac- 
quired with a ttle by divine right. ¢ 
Shins are sent the first opportu. 


nitv : the natives diiven cut or 


destioved ; their princes tortured ¢ 


then ( id: i free lie 

ce gi nto all acts of inhu- 

manity and lust; the earth reek- 

ne with the blood of its imbhabi- 

tants; and this execrable crew of 

her, employed m so pious 
peo} 


All ¢ ‘| \ on, I an ‘ern C4 V5 
ent to convert and civuize an 


| } , 
dolatrous and barbarous people. 





No. YF, 
. 
lie Catastrophe of the Wicked. 


a . i . 
Pale Uv trite Ob Lilie destruct Th 


. 2. >} } 
- Wicked, whethe n A ‘a | ant )- 


, a 39 ‘ 
ticaily or hterally, must be co 
tessed to be well a «4 ed to popu é 
! ’ eo — 
ar €i quel ce. Hell-Hre iS a 0-6 

a 3 ees x. eae 
we which gives “brill lancy to a 
1 l snlendo; 
ras ‘rap! 1, and awlu spiendour 
peroration. But ae itacon- 






























TIONS MADE IN A COURSF of 
READING. 


clusion does it represent of the 
schemes ot the Father of mercies! 

The tollowing striking Passage 
is from Mr. Grove’s posthumous 
sermons, Vol, i. pp. 192, 198; 
it smites the heart with horror, 
“This prophecy of Exach (Jud, 
ver. 13, 14, 15.) was partly ac. 
complished in the deluge, but has 
a further reference to a greater 
event prefigured by the former, 
even to the final overthrow of all 
the enemies of God, not those of 
one generation only, «as in the 
flood, but of all who have lived 
from the beginning of the world, 
and died as they lived; none ot 
these, w uwever prosperity might 
iuttend them while they were in 
the alee and how peaceably 
soever they might be permitted 
to di i art out Of it, are withdrawn 
out of the notice of God "s eye, 
or the reach of his arm. He will 


tee them all bagk AP ALi, their souls 


Sran mansions of separate spirits 


a rl theby bodies from the grave, AND 
NSUME THEM ALL TOGETHER 
AS ONE UNIS RSAT SACKIFIC# TO 


‘ss 


HiS JUSTICE. 


No. 47. 

w ben Princes (ig oht to bli. 

Charles IL. contessed that am 
le airy bis Reatins t jor mo- 
ney he was ashamed to |i ok them 
> (Gleanu LQSs No. 84 
-) and with cocd reason, 
according to the following Tf 
marks of Lord Bol ngbroke:— 

“A prince who adds to the 
are 


; . 
ide 


raGemsecn! abnnl + onan’ / 
na.vional SLOC A has aricat to sh 
a 





’ ba | f _ 
( ngs, sVo. OS, YO, 179 
, 7 a 
the advantace he procures, a 1d tomb-stonein St. James’s church, 


may demand supplies Sosa lis 
le nd rth if bh shin . But at 


> 
wince WHO lives a rene Charge on 
‘nation he governs; Wad sits 


on his throne, like a monstrous 


drone in the middle of a hive, 
eae 
drainiag all the combs cf their 
‘ o e ‘ 

honey, and neither making, nor 


, 


sume the industrious bees to 
make any; such a prince, I say, 
t tu ~_ at every grant he 
receives diom'a people who neve! 
“eived | any beneht from him, 
The Duke of Gloucester told 
Richard the Second, on his. re- 
tori o Brest to the Duke of Brit- 
tiny, that he shouid have taken 
atown by his own valour and 
conduet, before he resigned what 
his ancestors had lett him. Much 
pr UT p< yse n geht An Op- 
pressed peonie tly answer 4a 
craving p.ince :-—When you have 
and advan- 


mncrea { 5 45555 Ti L1OS, 

ced the prosperitv of the nation, 
; é 

vou will | e some ht tomake 


is wpoen Us: but till 


then we shall think that you have 
nor 3) 
rr = e ° | 
his passage Was Orig May 
ublished hh OWL Of th 1¢ pel Vs ol 


; 
he Crafisman, for which the 
Ip Ly order of 


} 


J 
{ 
printer was tuken 
( th the prose- 


sovermment, thou; 
cuuon Was not persevered im. 
It is here extracted from R maré: 
on the Histo *y of England, by the 
Right Honourable ~ y Si. John, 
Lord Viscount Bolingbroke. &o 


Print-d for T. Davi a7 Mumall 


Sir et, Covent Gu mY ° No date. 
i’}?s 607. 





No. 98. 
Here'ic sl Epitaph. 
[n the year 1763, the follow. 
iy lines were encgraven on a 


q 


and oiving oifence, were erased 
7 ‘ 


' at nR:) Pe ; 
by order of the Bi hop ot L.on- 


Returo’d to earth, within this dirty hol 

lies a lifeless mortal, body and soul, 

Till Clavist, bis God, shall to this world 
descend, 

Kierimiiy to fix, all time to end 

Whose powerful word shali raise the 
general dead ; 

Firs! those elect by him, shall rear eact 
head, 

Wh tin above eternally to dwell ; 


Leave the reject eternal here i bell 


~~ ee 


No. 99. 
Use of Baptism. 

“ Ramedang,” says La Broe- 
niere, in his Travels, “was lord 
ot ‘Turcom mia. His mother 
was a Chrutrin, and hid caused 
him to be baptiz \f according to 
he Greek ritual, to take from 


hind the smell and odour of those 
who were not baptized. But he 


was neither a good ¢ Christtan nor 
a vood Saracen ; and when they 
syoke to him of the two prophets, 
Jesus and Mohammed, he said, 
For my part, Iam for the living 


nh ane Craw . \} La we ? 
prophets: they will be more use- 
ful to me t] an lead ones!” 


The Christians of Asia were 
perfectly persuaded that the 
Saracens had a disagreeable 
smell that was pecultur to them, 
and which baptism took away. 
Thus afterwards our traveller 
says of the Prince of Couhon- 
eue: “ He and his son have 
been baptized in the (;reek man- 
ner, to take off, the | bad smell; and 
1 was told chat the son’s mother 
was a Christian. It is thus all 
the grandees gett) emselves 

; that ‘they may not 


cont: 
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( 180 ) 
MONTHLY RETROSPECT OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS; 


OR, 


The Christian's Survey of the Political World. 





Humanity has, since our last, 


gained great and important tri- 
umphs. If the British name has 
been stained by horrible outrages 
committed in Ireland, they must 
be considered more as acts belong- 
ing to the individuals who perpe- 
trated them, than as de edsy hi ike 
those of the Spanish Inquis‘t'on, to 
which a whole nation gave its 
concurrence. ‘There are mj riads 
in this country, who lament those 
horrid deeds ; who can pour out 
their souls in anguish, that their 
fellow creatures should, cn any 
account, torture each other, nor 
can they believe that it 1s con- 
sistent with true policy to counte- 
nance such praciices, much less 
than the men who are guilty of 
them, should be held in honour 
and estimation, by any one who 
has a regard for religion or virtue. 
But it isa satist: ictionto think, that 
if occasional mstances of cruelty 
occur, yet they are looked upon 
with greater horror than in former 
times ; and when cases, it may be, 
of just severity, are examined, the 
sentiments 'n favour of mildness 
and humanity are predominant. 
We have heard much, lately, 
of the punishments in ‘the army, 
and two cases have been tried, in 
which the defendants were accused 
of libel, for expatiating with un- 
becoming freedom on the sentence 
of one thousand lashes to be in- 
Aicted ona delinquent. The one 
case was tried in the Court of 
King’s Bench, and a most elo- 
quent appeal was made to the hu- 
manity of the country by a bar- 


rister, who is also a member of 
the House of Commons. The 
same gentleman undertook the 
defence in the second case, which 
was tried in a county town. The 
judges in both cases declared the 
defendants to be guilty of a sedi. 
tious libel; in the one they were 
found not guilty by the jury, but 
in the second case, in the country, 
the defendant was found cuilty. 
‘Two circun:stances were reinarks 
able tn these cas«:. Caat in the one 
the j judge is reported to have cen- 

sured Sir Rober! Wilswn, for have 
ing delivered his sentiments open- 
ly, ti a pamphlet on this subject ; 
and in the other to have hinted to 
the barrister, that bis mode of 
pleading might be used to greater 
advantage in the [louse ot Com- 
mons, of which he is a member, 
than in a court of justice. 

We differ from both judges 
upon these subjects. Sir Robert 
Wilson is a soldie Ts known by his 
gallant deeds in Syria, in xy pt, 
in Spain, and in Portugal, in the 
Low Countries, and the north-east 
of Europe. There is not a man 
who has a higher regard for the 
character ofa soldier,nor one who 
isa greater honour to his profes 
sion. ‘To such a man, when he 
delivers his sentiments on military 
discipline, the public is infinitely 
indebted... Who can speak with 
greater propriety? Whocan ap 
preciate better the modes of con 
duct to be observed towards a fel- 
low soldier? That he understood 
the subject cannot be denied; but 
it is urged that he should have 
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communicated his thoughts m 
another manner, in some way, to 
those who could correct the sup- 
posed evil, without any impres- 
sion on the public mine, But 
may we not be allowed to doubt, 
that any memorial of his would 
have produced the desired effect! 
It Mr, Wilberforce, or rather, the 
Quakers, who though less known 
were the great instruments in de. 
livering this nation from the guilt 
of the slave trade, had been con- 
tent with writing memorials to 
peopie i) power, little would have 
been their progress. It was by 
those energies so ably described 
by Mr. Clarkson, in the History 
of the Slave Trade, that the pub- 
lic mind was roused ; that general 
attention was excited; that the 
people were sensible of the iniqui- 
ties of the trades; and the mem- 
bers of the legislature united at 
last in the general sentiment, and 
concurred in the general voice of 
humanity. Sir Robert Wilson, 
then, so far from being lable to 
censure, has acted on this occasion 
in the most honourable and dig- 
nied manner, and his name will 
be mentioned in the annals of the 
army, not only for his military ex- 
ploits, but for his tract, which, 
though its publication did not 
meet with the approbation of the 
judge, has been applauded by 
high military characters, and has 
laid the foundation of a great re- 
form in military discipline. 

Nor do we agree more in 
opinion with the other judge, who 
seemed to think the eloquence of 
the learned barrister better suited 
to the House of Commons than 
the Bar. Bur, though we should 


be highly pratified in hearing this 


gentleman utter the same senti- 
ments in the House that he did at 
the bar, we cannot but applaud 








State of Public Affairs. 1s} 


him, for endeavouring to impress 
most strongly upon Ae minds of 
the jury the horrors which he 
conceived might be excited ina 
virtuous mind atthe punishments 
inflicted in this country. We 
should be sorry to see the elo- 
quence of the Bar restrained on 
either side; but particularly, when 
such latitude has been given to 
those who lay the charge of sedi- 
tion on their tellow subjects. On 
one point the judges both agreed, 
that the defendants were guilty of 
a seditious ]ibel; by which they 
meant, we presume, that they 
were guilty of writing something 
tocreatesedition,or that hadaten- 
dency to create sedition. Nowas 
the defendants in one case were 
acquitted, it is evident that neither 
point was made out to the satis- 
taetion of the jury ; and we can- 
not but think that extreme cau- 
tion is necessary, when we apply 
the term sedition to any man. It 
was applied, we know, to oneof the 
most virtuous of men, an apostle 
of God, and this because his 
religious opinions diifered from 
those of the multitude. There 
may bea great deal of error with- 
out sedition, or seditious intention, 
and we cannot but think that 
judges are put into a very awk- 
ward situation, when they are 
called upon to pass an opinion, 
previous to the verdict of the jury. 
It seems to be more within their 
province to lay down the law on 
certain acts; and state clearly, 
how it stands upon any point; 
and we wish that the law of libel 
were made so clear and distinct, 
that there was no room for such a 
deviation in this case from the 
usual course of judgment. The 
judge does not declare a man to 
be guilty of murder at the end of 
his charge; he lays the evidence 
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clearly before the jury, expounds 
the law, and then leaves the whole 
to their decision. 

But whatever may be our opini- 
on on the proceedings of the court, 
the discussion has been very bene- 
ficial. At this season of the year 
the annual Mutiny Bull is passed, 
and an op portunt ity was given to 
make a ohanve in the laws for 
military punishment’ s; and a 
clause was introduced, by which 
a court martial was at hberty 

} 


to inflict the sentence either ot 


confinement or of flogging, on 
the delinquent. This clause re- 
ceived unanimous approbation in 
both houses: and it was expressed 
in such lively terms by men of all 
p: arties, that, if logging ris not en- 
tirely exploded, yet it will pro- 
bably not be used as heretofore : 
confinement will be substituted in 
many cases, and we may hope 
that, in consequence of this milder 
mode, no occasion will be given n 
for upbraiding us with a degree 
of severity, unknown to many 
armies, in which the discipline 1s 
by no means inferior to that of the 
British army. 

The triumph of truth is slow, 
but permanent. ‘The Mutiny Bill 
has given occasion for another de- 
claration of public opinion, which 
must be considered as a tavour- 
able presage of approaching ame- 
lioration. Rumours have been 
spread of soldiers being obliged to 
frequent a mode of worship, re- 
pugnant to their feelings, In con- 
sequence it was proposed, that a 
clause should be inserted, allow- 
ing every soldier, papist or dis- 
senter, to go to the place of wor- 
ship which he preferred. This was 
resisted, not on the ground of c 
impropriety in the thing itself, 
but that it was not required, 
soldiers were permitted at present 
to go to their own places of wor- 


ship, and the case of a man be ing 
florged for not going to the Sta. 
blished church, was directly con 
tradicted by one of the mi sisters, 
Earl Stanhope made a most ad. 
mirable speech upon this occa. 
sion, and congratulated the House 
on this improvement in general 
sentime nt, Vv which he hoped would 
lead to the adoption of our Savi. 
our’s maxim by all, of every 
sect, who profess his re igi ny 
namely, to do every maa to his 
neizhbour as he wished to be 
done by. 

But a sull greater triumph isin 
the change, that has taken place 
in the affairs of Ireland. Last 
month the whole kingdom was in 
alarm, from an injudici Us pro. 
clamation, issued trom the castle 
at Dublin, and was in dread that 
the scenes would berenewed which 
have occasioned such grief inevery 
mind, that is not lost to the com. 

mon feelings of humanity. Hap- 
pily the whole i is past over with- 
out bloodshed, and, in fact, the 
cause of toleration has grained by 
the impotency of the attempt to 
destroy it. Instead of hearing ot 
seizures and imprisonments, “the 
whole happily ended in two ma 
gistrates of Dublin coming toa 
meeting of C atholics, and instead 
of dispersing or seizing its mem- 
bers, entering into a civil parley 
with them, and requesting them 
to make known their wants to the 
secretary of state, who was about 
to embark for England. A dele: 
Rat 1on Was ot course appointed j 
but it uppeared that the aldermen 
had not fully comprehended their 
business, or something or other 
had occurred, for the secretary 
came away without any coniet 
ence, and made a very lame s‘ory 
of the whole procee ding in the 
House of Commons. The Catho- 
lics in their turn did not rest sat 
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Fed with the insult ofered them, 
ut in their next meeting tail cd 
of peutloning the regen t tor the 
dismissal of the v viceroy ; and we 
believe such a petition is still 1 
agitauon. Whether this will be 
complied with or not, is not a 
matter of very preat Importance. 
The Catholics may rejoice, and 
every honest man will rejoice with 
them, that they still have it in 
their power to lay their grievances 
before Parliament, and to petition 
for the same liberty, which is now 
allowed by papists to protestants 
in every country in Europe, ex- 
ot those in alliance with Great 
jritain. _ Upon a view, however, 
of th ole transaction, it ts very 
pal ad a we 2re much indebted 
to the prince regent for the turn 
that it hastaken; for had his dis- 
position been siberent, and his 
mind been imbued with eee yant 
principles, we cannot conceive 
that the persons, whoever they 
were, who formed the plan would 
have been stopped so easily im the 
commencement of so extensive 
an undertaking. 

In the legislature this affair 
produced some debates, as did 
the clauses we have mentioned in 
the Mutiny Bill: several other 


matters have been discussed, of 


which our limits permit us to give 
but a short account. The case 
cf Lord Eldon and the king's 
he alth 1504, was brought on by 
Mr. W hitbread, in which he was 
sup — by Sir F. Burdett, but 
none of the whig, orregular oppo- 
sition members spoke on the occa- 
sion. “Ine chief fact urged by Mr. 
Whitbread, was, that on the 6th 
of siarch, 1504, Lord Eldon had 
stated to the House ot Lords, 
th at he had been with the king on 
he Sth and the 4th, and had ex- 
plained 1 to lum the nature of a 
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bill for alienating the crown lands, 
that on the Oth of March a com- 
mission was siyrned by the king, 
and Lord Eldon being questioned 
on the King’s health, had declared 
that he was aware of what he 
was doing, and would take the 
whole respons ——t on himself. 
Phis responsibility Mr. Whitbread 
wished to put to issue, for he 
declared, that atthat time, and to 
a later pertod, the king was un- 
sound in mind, his reason was 
clouded, his judgment eclipsed, — 
Lord Castlereaglisiatedthat Lord 
Eldon did not act on his own 
judgment; on the 5th of March 
he consulted ministers on ihe pro- 
priety of submitting the bill to 
the king, who declared, that it 
must not ouly be submitted but 
explained to him. On this the 
physicians were assembled, who 
declared the king competent to 
perform the act. On the 9th it 
became necessary to submit other 
bills to him, particularly the Mu- 
tiny Bill. On the 9th of April 
the physicians declared the king 
fully competent, and he soon after 
came down to the House. Lord 
Castlereagh denied that the king’s 
illness amounted to insanity, at 
furihest it could be termed only 

vental derangement. Mr. Yorke 
supported Lord Castlereagh, and 
threw blame on Mr, Whitbread 
for having delayed so long in 
bringing so important a topic be- 
tore the House. ‘To this Sir 
I’, Burdett urged, that no length 
of time should screen public men, 
who were frequently so clothed 
with power, that to question them 
at those times for their delinquen- 
cies would be nugatory, To him 
It appe. ared clearly, that mini- 
sters did, when the king was 
ill, transact business with him 
of an important nature, which 
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they oucht not ro have done; 
for the kingly, power Is neces: 
sary to the constitution, and the 
king ought to be free from all 
those re-traints imposed by Drs, 
Willis and Simmons, before he 
could be judged competent to 


» 
‘ 


transact atkairs of state. The 
House divided ; when there ap- 
peared tor Mr. Whitbread’s mo- 
tion, eighty-one, against it one 
hundred and ninety-eight. A 
question of this hind must come 
home to the feelings of every 
Englishman, and it ought not to 
be slurred over. Fitherthe king 
was in a sound mind, or he was 
not; if he wus not, the ministers 
are guilty of treachery to their 
king and their country; if he was 
in a sound mind, they are free 
trom every suspicion of guilt. A 
charge has been made against 
them: it is repelled by assertion: 
the House has interposed and pre- 
vented an inquiry. We lament 
the decisior for the sake of both 
parties, and for that of the nation 
utlarge. A question of this high 
importance, affecting so mate- 
rially the characters of men of 
high rank, should not remain un- 
decided. Weremember the Ro- 
man who wished his honour made 
of glass, that his fellow citizens 
might know the whole of his con- 
duct. We could wish to see the 
ministers of England as tenacious 
of their honour, and when it is 
attacked give every facility to the 
accuser to bring: forward his 
charges. 

Mr. Wardle brought on the 
case of a corporal in a militia re 
giment, sentenced to receive one 
thousand lashes, of which he had 
only two hundred, and on the 
offer being made to him to receive 
the remamn g eight hundred or 
go to aforaign regiment, he pre- 


ferred the latter. The charge 
was endeavouring to excite dis. 
content in the regiment, the se. 
cond on which he was found 
guilty, was speaking disrespect. 
fully of his colonel, the third 
charge we could not collect. Ir 
appeared that this corporal had 
made complaint of abuses in the 
regiment, and the mover of the 
question stated, that the disre. 
spectful language towards the 
colonel was neta thousandth part 
as bad as what had been said by 
a gallant admiral against his com. 
manding officer, who had since 
been restored to the service; and 
a more remarkable fact, that 
some German soldiers taken in 
the act of desertion were not sen- 
tenced to beflogged, nor was the 
lash ever inflicted on their backs. 
The colonel of the regiment de- 
clared, that he had done nothing 
that was not necessary for milt- 
tary discipline, The advocate 
general courted all inquiry, when 
a subject could with propricty be 
brought into discussion, which 
he denied in this case. Sir F. 
Burdett observed, that he heard 
nothing but assertions on beth 
sides, except that the mover un- 
dertook te make good his asset 
tions; and he could not see the 
propriety of taking all for grant 
ed that was said on one side, and 
rejecting every thing on theother. 
As far as he understood the case 
it appeared, thtat Corporal Curtis 
had preferred charges against a 
commissioned officer, and the co- 
lone] had in his opinion impre- 
perly refused to receive them. It 
was natural for the complaimant 
to say that justice had not been 
done him. He appeals to the 
commander of the district, and 
this is in a very unaccountable 
manner called mutiny. Here the 
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patiute. He knew, however, of no 
jaw, humian or divine, to authorise 
the imfliction of a punishm 

Which human nature cannot bear. 
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it appeared strange, that, who 
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is admitted that there w 
rmection to sift the matter t 
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tent would be excited in the army) 
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lc would be no more than a [r- 
tish soldier oueht to know; that, 
Any Vrievance, there 
ice, ae least, to which 
he micht look with contidence 
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Jn the division there 


Mr. Wardle’s motion 


for justice. 
was for 


one, and against it ninety. 
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la the upper house Lord Hol- 

land stated the case of a man dv- 
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ing in the Marshalsea prison, on 


vi 
> a } 
10m the coroner's yury toune a 


verdict of Starved to death, but 
miueated it afterwards by u 

> “We verily believe that 
the deceased’s de ith was caused 
y want of food and clothing, 
roper attentuon im his ill- 
ness’? His lordship moved to: 
the proper papers, and afterwards 
acomniittee through his mean: 
Wal appointed to mVvestivate tne 
case; Which will lead to a mute- 
rial alteration we hope in the state 
of deotors, tor this poor man was 
ummiured for a debt of only seven 
} ‘ cs. The CK mmercial credit 


went through several stages : 
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t ts bill, whose policy 1S very 

much to be de ubted, six millions 

of money is to be advanced on 

10.00 to merchants and manulac- 

turers, and of course it is to be 

expected that the consumer will 
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nothme couid be inore mischiev- 
ous than by speeches in that pub- 
ic assembly to impress the pub- 
lic mand with an idea that they 
were in any respect legal. He 
gid notregard clamour or tumult: 
Was accustonied every day to 
meet it, and had learned io de- 
ise it. If the noble lord had 
any real and substantial grievance, 
he should have come boldly for- 


ward and stated it, and applied 
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for redress 3 but he must ever de- 


precate any UNDeCeSsary and 
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mind. Lord Holland vindicated 


bimseif from the aspersions, and 
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retorted upon the learned lord 
that there was not one argument 


used by him which was not un- 
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founded, nor cne alleg ution which 
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repress the liberty of > 
than was necessary. For Lord 
Holland’s inotion were twelve, 
and against it twenty-four. Lord 
Folkestone was to bring the same 
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neeting of Westminster was the sight than the humiliation of a . 
mostremarkable. ‘This waseall- country betore the Supreme Be- 
| ed to consider the 1] ret ne fan Ings cK al: Ssinge its political im ; : 
7 address to the Prince Regent, and its determination to muke : 
: which was moved by Major Cart- those reforms, which justice, ho- ae 
; wright, and seconded by Mr. nour, and even policy demand. 
‘ Walker, and with certain resolu- Our gold has disappeared. To 
tot post ed ORO Oe) Pe usly DY the this the nation is accustonied. It 38s i 
li- is now to prepare itself 1 
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trouble they had been at Affairs im Spain and Portueal 


jor the troubic 
in collecting the silver. ‘The promise fairer than at any period. 


‘lars at their first issue were ‘!’he French under Massena were 
worth four shillings and six-pence, stated to be tn full retreat, and 
in consequence ot the rise in value the siege of Cadiz was raised by 

silve r, or ratner the de} rechie a very judici us a re. spirited CX= 
ric n of our bank notes, it is neces- pedition from Gibralt ir, vhich 


ry to make them pass for five coming onthe back of the enemy 

ws and six-pence. As had taken his works, and with 
1 tes are depre ciated still the assistance of the troops in 
more, a similar rise in the value Cadiz had got a complete vic- 
of the dollar must take place. tory. T’h> effectsare li kely to be 
But as paper money depreciates the relet of the south of & Spain . 
rapidly in all countries, with an and if Massena should be cut off 
accelerated m« lion, we May ech- We Mma) have e cpect ition for the 
‘et another proclamation to take whole of the peninsula. ‘The rest 
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oduces nouaing new. 
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pla ‘em amuch shorter time than of [urope 
that which has elapsed since the In America our relations with the 
first issue of the dollars. Indeed United States are by no means 
this can scares ly be doubted, if promisu 2, The Spanish colonies 
icle ina paper of the 23th are advancing fast to in lepen- 
s true, that ‘d Mars had then dence. ‘The governmei.c of 
risen to five shillings and eiglt- Buenos Ayres ts consolidated 
pence, and gold bullion to tive The others will soon follow its 
pounds an ounce. example; and though the Cortes 
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Abroad, France is rejoicine at shouid eam an influence in the 


the birt of an heir to the Napo- mother country, it will haraly 
leon famuly, but at the moment ever be avai extended to the 
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ence, news AMerican settiements. 
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: OBITUARY. 
iSi1, January 26, at Pedmin in in every relation and connexion of life, a 

Seas Cornwall, Mr. BERNARD ANSTIS, of pattern and character mest truly use- 
: Paderda, inthe parish of Menhenniot, fal, respectable, and arnable.—As a 
§ b consequence fa fall from his horse a nephew, and a brother,—as a husband 

eet on the preceding evening. ae is and father,—as a noghhour anda friend, 

brouecht up from early childhcod onder —as the master of a fami y, antl a bene- 
his truly worthy and excellent uncle, /artor to ihe poor ant indigent, the de- 

+ § : ‘? : ‘ 

Nyy the Jate Mr. Beroard Anstis, of Cross ceased may have left hi equals, but 
x in St. German's. * e character | perhaps not many superiors If the 
3 q ath ere not } jk over 8d Vols 4 irhteous le h, (; ei, Ma lasting TeEneme 

pp. $46, 447. and all the virtues of | brance, asw all reason t ey ougbt to 
high VY and tustiv ie peeted uncle, the | the characte ( riues and con- 
nephew mest careful . copied and mace duct of onr denarted friend, while the 
his ow Vive eased (tis sepposed) loss of them nev ilv impresseth the 
hadscarcely pasced out of the % year most paioful recollections on th minds 
t | we; and under the pannful recol- of his neare urviving relatives, will 

on of his floss. his mournful survivors leave a most grateful and honourable 


leaticsfactory con- memorial of him-—worthy to be eme 
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was reprinted by r. Debson, several 
vears aco. 7 of Dr. Rees is now re- 

me. with additions, and far ad- 
anced.  Moshemn'’s tcclesiastical His 
tory, Dead s Family Expositor, and 
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world by 
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exist here ; n Great Deituin, These 
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